Sunday, January 9, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord
Prelude: “Shall We Gather at the River” arr. by John Carter
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
*Thanksgiving for Baptism:
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
C

Amen.

P
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us
give thanks for the gift of baptism.
C
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us
in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you
gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead
us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you
shower us again with the water of life.

P
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.
C
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only
you can give.
P
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.

1

*Gathering Hymn: “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now” ELW 448
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*Greeting:
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day:
All
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as
your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we
may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

Our first reading is from Isaiah 43:1-7:
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one
who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.

1But

now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the Lord your
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for
you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not
withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—7everyone who is
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1Ascribe

to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned asking forevermore.
11O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Our second reading is from Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized after hearing the good
news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.

14Now

when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter
and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16
(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS)

*Gospel Reading: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he
points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is
God’s beloved Son.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

15As

the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21Now

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Hymn of the Day: “Baptized and Set Free” ELW 453

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Affirmation of Baptism
P
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by water and
the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
C
Amen.
P
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C
I renounce them.
P
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C
I renounce them.
P
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C
I renounce them.
P
Do you believe in God the Father?
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
P
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
C
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
C
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us
from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.
C
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “God of grace,” and your response is,
“hear our prayer .”
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus.
Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in
God’s sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water
from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought
and flood. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people
in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off
from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly baptized and those
who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and
justice-seeking. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You have called us by name and we are yours. Comfort all who are grieving the loss of Pr. Creighton Leptak at St. Paul Lutheran Church Crossroads. Surround his family, friends and all who knew him with your
love and compassion. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called by name into
your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sharing the Peace:

P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Anthem: “After the Song of the Angels Is Stilled” (The Work of Christmas Begins)
arr. by Eugene Butler

*Offertory Hymn: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these gifts to our
nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

*Words of Institution (Spanish, then English)
P

La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Senor Jesus tomo pan y dio gracias;
lo partio y lo dio a sus discípulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
De igual manera, despues de haber cenado, tomo la copa,
dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,
derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdon del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
*Lord’s Prayer:
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “When Jesus Came to Jordan” ELW 305

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C

Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:

P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “Shall We Gather at the River” ELW 423

Public Domain

*Dismissal:
L
C

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for January 9, 2022

Birthdays and Anniversaries for January 9-15, 2022:
Birthdays:
January 11 - Shirley Foster
January 12 - Sherri Elwood
January 13 - Essilee Smith
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
The congregation of St. Paul Lutheran Church Crossroads and Pr. Creighton’s family and friends
Ann Young
Elaine Henrickson
Jessica Cummings
Clela Saxman
Dan Haynes
Roberta Debolt
Sue Metzcar
John Paul Metzcar
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown
Gwen Carey
Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina & Jeff and Renee & Richard)
Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin
Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray
Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother
John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son
Mary Broughton
For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are
working hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is
far from over and they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic.
Flowers at the Altar:
The bouquet of flowers are given by Becki Bergs in celebration of Essilee Smith’s 8th birthday.

(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower
chart on the closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope
with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Congregation Council Election
Sunday, January 23, 2022
In accordance with Holy Trinity's Constitution, the Congregation Annual Meeting will be called on Sunday, January 23, 2022 following worship in-person and via Zoom, with the purpose of electing 2022
Council Members, approval of the 2022 proposed budget and answer any questions regarding the annual reports from the various ministries of Holy Trinity. C12.02.01 of the Constitution state that notice of
candidates must be given by the nominating committee at least two weeks prior to the meeting.
C12.02.02 states that the congregation may nominate additional candidates providing that the nominees
have agreed to stand for election and the names of such nominees are submitted to the Secretary of the
congregation no later than 5 days in advance of the election.
The nominating committee submits the following names for the election:
Secretary:
Jan Segedy: Jan grew up in Lansing, Michigan and moved to Muncie in 1986. She has one grown son, David, (Seattle), and was an elementary teacher at Burris Lab School for 28 years. She is presently an office
professional for Michelle Walker at Thrivent Financial. Jan was previously on the church council 2002 –
2005, a past choir member and a member of the Holy Trinity Foundation board. She enjoys walking outside, quilting and ballroom dancing.
Member-At-Large [to elect 3]:
Larry Wood: Larry has been a very active member of Holy Trinity for 31 years. He works for Indiana
American Water. He is the Chair of the Ministry of Building and Grounds, and is deeply involved in other
ministry activities such as Back Bay Mission.
Paula Gregory: Paula Gregory joined Holy Trinity in 1985 but left a few years later. She rejoined in 2018
after her husband passed. She was married 40yrs. to Don Gregory, who passed away in 2017. She retired
from Ball Memorial Hospital after 27yrs. She has one grown child, Suzanne.
Kathy McCauliff: Kathy is originally from Michigan. She retired after forty years of teaching and moved
to Muncie to be with her family. She has two daughters, two sons-in-law, and two granddaughters. She
currently works as a teachers' assistant in the Title I program at Burris. Kathy has been attending Holy
Trinity since December, 2019 and became a member earlier this year. Everyone at HTLC has been so
welcoming and I have been getting to know many of the members and have also have been learning
more about the history of the congregation.
Thank you to the Nominating Committee: Nancy Wagner, Gail Bader, Diane Calvin and John Scholl for their
work and for our nominees’ willingness to serve!

Annual Reports Due Sunday, January 16, 2022:
Annual Reports. Reports are due to Jenni in the church office by Sunday, January 16, 2022
in electronic form.

*Please stand as you are able.

15

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship, Lector and Communion Assistant: Erica Collins
Acolyte: Declan Collins
Usher: Roger Hollands and Dick Elias
Greeter: Sue Elias
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer
Bible Study, Monday Mornings at 10:00am:
You are invited to join us on Monday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall or on Zoom (the link is below). Each week we study the lectionary for the upcoming Sunday service. We look forward to seeing
you there!
Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09
Offering Cards and Envelopes:
To save the church money we have developed and are providing offering cards and envelopes for everyone who wishes to use them. There will be a supply of them on the devotions shelf outside the sanctuary
and on the table outside the church office that you can pick up at your convenience. Please put your giving number on your check or offering card to help with the counting process. If you need to know your
giving number, please contact Jenni in the church office. If you would like us to mail you a supply of
cards and envelopes, please contact the church office.
Needs for Sunday School:
The poster is in the narthex/lobby area outside the sanctuary for signing up to teach Sunday School or
serve as an aide. We really need your help. Thanks.
Step Aerobics Classes are Canceled:
Step aerobics classes are canceled in January due to Covid. When they resume, all participants will be
required to show proof of booster shot.
Quilt Squares Cut For You!:
We need quilt tops! Come pick up pre-cut quilt squares for you to sew together. They are at church in
Rm 105. 48 make a mission quilt, but take more, just in case.
Quilting Day - Mark Your Calendars!:
Quilters, mark your calendars! The next quilting session will be on Saturday, February 26th, from 9:00
to Noon. No talent needed. We will be smoothing, pinning, and tying off mission quilts for Lutheran
World Relief. Thanks to the people who have sewn quilt tops for us.
Leadership Retreat - Plan Ahead:
Council members, staff, and ministry chairs (and all spouses) are invited to retreat to Hartford City's
Lake Placid Conference Center on Friday Feb. 18th at 5pm until Saturday Feb. 19th at 3pm. This is an
overnight stay and will be based on the theme of exploring prayer. Pastor James Hilleson will lead the
discussion. Let the church office know if you can attend by Sunday, January 23.
2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Designations Due by March 2022:
Thrivent members have until March 2022 to designate their Thrivent Choice Dollars. You need to log in
at Thrivent.com and go to Membership Overview. Then you can designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars
to the non-profit of your choice. If you have any questions, please contact Jan Segedy, Janis.segedy@thrivent.com.
*Please stand as you are able.
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