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February 1, 2026 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Annual Meeting Sunday 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity’s Purpose Statement: 

Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world. 
 
 
Prelude: “Opening Voluntary” arr. by Nigel Ogden 
 
Welcome to Worship and Announcements 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word 
who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Mighty God, lover of justice, 
C you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the 

expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We 
say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

P The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:  
 Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

 and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for 
 others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 
C Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn: “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522  One License: A-727907 

(*Please stand as you are able.)  

 
 

 
*Greeting: 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
P Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in 
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
 
Our first reading is from Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with 
a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers 
the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 

 
1 Hear what the LORD says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you 
mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD 
has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4 For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak 
of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from 
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 15 
(Read responsively between Lector and Congregation, which is in bold print.) 
 
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from 
their heart; 
3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast 
discredit upon a neighbor. 
4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They 
have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
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Our second reading is from 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals 
the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message 
of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 

 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, 
God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation: Setting 4 ELW 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 
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*Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew the 5th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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*Hymn of the Day: “Let Streams of Living Justice” ELW 710  One License: A-727907 

(*Please stand as you are able.) 
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*Apostles’ Creed:  
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
A brief silence. 
God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love 
kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and 
humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of 
old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect 
human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and 
religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war. 
Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve 
or suffer in any way, especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts (pause). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents, 
grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor 
and care for others. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our Shepherd, lead this congregation into the future by inviting the stranger into our 
midst and broadening outreach beyond our walls into the Muncie community and beyond. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with 
you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
P The peace of our Risen Savior be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offertory Music: “Offertory” arr. by Nigel Ogden 

 
Offertory Presentation: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 186  One License: A-727907 
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*Offering Prayer: 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 
L God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have 
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving:  
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  
(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.) 
  
P La noche en que fue entregado, 
 nuestro Sen or Jesu s tomo  pan y dio gracias; 
 lo partio  y lo dio a sus discí pulos, diciendo: 
 Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
  
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
 you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P De igual manera, despue s de haber cenado, tomo  la copa, 
 dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo: 
 Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
 derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdo n del pecado. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 
 and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 
 hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
 take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace 
 on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 
 the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
  
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the Kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  
*Invitation to Communion: 
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; 

taste and see. 
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 4 of the ELW) 

 
Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We 
extend to you all that we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us 
who haven’t been baptized and desire God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited 
to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we kneel at the altar. Apple juice is offered as an 
alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle, fill in the communion rail from 
left to right and return by the side aisles. 
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Communion Hymn: “Here Is Bread” ELW 483    One License: A-727907 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 
All Amen. 
  
*Post Communion Prayer: 
L Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 
 his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
 delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
 have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen 
 
*Sending Call and Response: 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 



15 
 

*Benediction: 
P “Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn: “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” ELW 669   One License: A-727907 

(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 

 
 
 
*Dismissal:  
L Go in peace. We are 
C Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world. 
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Announcements for February 1, 2026 
  
Serving in Worship Today: 
Presiding: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
Holy Trinity Organist: Karen Huff 
Acolyte: Gail Bader 
Ushers: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer 
Greeter: Claire Park 
Lay Worship Leader, Communion Assistant and Lector: Betsy Ahlersmeyer 
Altar Guild: Diane Calvin and Ann Santoni 
  
Flowers at the Altar: 
The bouquet of flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God. 
 
Sign-Up for Altar Flowers: 
If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower 
chart on the closet door in the lobby/gathering space and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in 
the envelope with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. 
Thank you. 

  
Prayer Requests: 
We invite you to send us any prayer requests that you want included in our weekly emails or the Holy 
Trinity Prayer Chain. Send requests to: holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com.  
 
  
Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
The family & friends of Toni Goldstein Lilley, friend of Amy 
O’Neal’s 
Gwen Carey 
Karen Wenger 
Jenna Schwartz, co-worker of Kelli Smith’s 
Audrey Snyder, friend of Amy O’Neal’s 
Betty Haffner 
Lou Ellen Botkin 
Robyn Klaus, friend of the O’Neal’s 
Dan Haynes 
Al Smith, Karen Wenger’s husband 
Guy Wood, Larry Wood’s older brother 
Jarod and Sydney DelSorbo, Pr. Jerry and Amy O’Neal’s  
 nephew and his wife 
Tim Scholl, John and Rosanna Scholl’s nephew 
Bradley Wuthrich, Gwen Carey’s grandson 

Chrissy Miller, friend of Kent Barlow 
Douglas Watters, Kristen Dashler’s Uncle 
Debbie Singer, Sherri Elwood’s sister-in-law 
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 
David and Jensy Engle, Susie Peterson’s parents 
Janis Foster, Shirley Foster’s daughter-in-law 
Brenda and John Kearns 
Tony Brinkman 
Shelle Richardson 
Matthew Santoni 
Roberta Debolt 
Chuck Cook 
Maria and her family in Ukraine 
John Paul Metzcar  
Mary Broughton 
For those not named 
For all who are sick and suffering 

  
 
 
Two Reminders: 
1] Please remember to silence your cell phones before entering the sanctuary. Let’s keep this space 
peaceful and prayerful for everyone. Thank you. 

2] Remember that we live stream our service on Facebook and YouTube each week and the congregation 
mic is live throughout the service. (Food for Thought: This means your conversations may be heard online 
if you are close to the sound system.) 

 

mailto:holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events for the Week of February 1, 2026: 
Sunday, February 1 – Bible Study/Sunday School (9am) and Worship (10am) followed by Annual 
Meeting/Carry-In Meal 
Monday, February 2 – AARP Tax Preparation-Mike Metzcar (10am), Bible Study (10am) and Choir 
Practice (4pm) 
Tuesday, February 3 - Walking Group meets (9am), and Staff Meeting (9:30am) 
Friday, February 6 - Better Together Wellness (9:30pm) 
Saturday, February 7 – WOW Meeting (9am) and Step Aerobics (9:30am) 
  
Birthdays and Anniversaries for February 2026: 
  
Birthdays: 
February 2 – Linda Cougill 
February 9 – Anthony Costello 
February 10 – James Hutson 
February 10 – Brenda Kearns 
February 13 – Kristina Hutson 
February 17 – Betsy Williams 
February 23 – Don Park 
February 24 – Jan Segedy 

Anniversaries: 
February 11 – Larry and Betsy Ahlersmeyer 
February 17 – John and Marcia Kelly 
February 23 – Garry and Ruth Dailey 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Meeting and Pitch-In Meal - TODAY 
We will gather in Fellowship Hall today following worship to share a carry-in meal and hear all the 
wonderful things the Holy Spirit has done through the Ministry of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. All are 
welcome! Please come and share the fun! 
 
Women of the ELCA (WELCA): 
Attention: Women of Holy Trinity! There has been some interest in getting a WELCA group organized 
and started at Holy Trinity. If you are interested in this idea, please contact Jenni in the church office and if 
we have enough interest then we will have a meeting and go from there! 
 
Walk A Mile In My Shoes for the Muncie Mission: 
We have a team page started for the Walk A Mile in My Shoes 2026 for the Muncie Mission! Sign up today 
by using the link below to be a part of Holy Trinity's Team. The walk will be on Saturday, February 21 at 
9am at the Fieldhouse. (Doors open at 8am) We had a great turnout last year, help us achieve an even 
bigger team this year! If you can't walk, but would like to donate, click the link below and help support 
our team and the Muncie Mission! (If you need assistance signing up online, contact Jenni in the church 
office.) 
 
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/walkamileinmyshoes2026/team/1017315 
 
OR Sign up at the display in the gathering space! 
 
From Outreach - Super Bowl Soup Contest: 
Next Sunday, February 8, we welcome donations of soup for the Seattle Seahawks and the New England 
Patriots. Even if you have no rooting interest in either team, bring in those cans anyway to benefit the 
Open Hands Feeding Ministry in 2026. Thank you. 
 
 
 

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/walkamileinmyshoes2026/team/1017315
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Getting Rid of Household Items? Give to A Better Way: 
Are you cleaning out cupboards? Updating towels and linens? Perhaps weeding out your closet? What are 
you going to do with the items you no longer want? Would you please consider donating your gently used 
(or new) household items, clothes, and/or furniture to A Better Way? The ABW Donation Center is 
located at 1000 S. Elm Street in Muncie. The center is open Monday and Wednesdays from 8:30 to 12:30 
and Thursdays from 12:30 to 4:30. The items that you no longer need might be just what the residents 
living in ABW housing need to help them start over.  Thanks!  
 
AARP Tax Preparation: 
Holy Trinity is hosting the AARP Tax Preparation team on Mondays beginning February 2 through April 
13 from 10am to 2pm in Fellowship Hall. You may make an appointment by calling 765-283-9680. They 
will only accept pre-arranged appointments. There are other sites located within Muncie on other days of 
the week. You can call the number above for more information. 
 
Sunday, February 15 – Winter Fun Day: 
February 15 will be a day of winter fun at HTLC. Following the service, there will be lunch and game day! 
Come and play card games, board games, euchre, UNO, a variety of games will be available. It is a time for 
all ages to relax and have some fun. Get rid of the winter blues and plan to join us. 
Soups will be provided, bring your favorite snacks you enjoy eating while playing games. Come and have 
an afternoon of fellowship and fun. 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 18: 
Please join us at 7pm for Holy Trinity’s Ash Wednesday service. This is the start of our 40-day Lenten 
journey together as we prepare ourselves for Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter. This service will be available 
in-person and online.  
 
Mid-Week Lenten Lunch and Learn: 
Beginning on Wednesday, February 25 at 12:30pm – 1:30pm we will begin our Mid-Week Lunch and 
Learn series by studying the book, “An Unlikely Lent” by Rachel Billups.  
This book can be purchased on Amazon using this link: https://a.co/d/8AIESgc 
"An Unlikely Lent" by Rachel Billups explores the Easter story through the lens of unexpected characters, 
inviting readers to discover new insights and embrace the themes of devotion, courage, and companionship. 
 
Schedule of Mid-Week Lenten Lunch and Learn on Wednesdays from 12:30pm to 1:30pm: 
 
February 25 – St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, 2700 W. Moore Rd, Muncie 
 
March 4 – Hazelwood Christian Church, 1400 W. University Ave, Muncie 
 
March 11 – First Presbyterian Church, 1400 W. Riverside Ave., Muncie 
 
March 18 – Community of Hope, 1968 W. Main St, Muncie 
 
March 25 – Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 900 W. White River Blvd, Muncie 

https://a.co/d/8AIESgc

