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Prelude: “Partake the Bread of the World” arr. by Ruth E. Schram/John S.B. Hodges 
 
Welcome to Worship and Announcements 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and 
sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C Amen. 

P Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 
mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Holy God, 

C we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather 
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose 
fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 
your way of life. Amen. 

P Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. This prom-
ise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name, and 
revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C Amen. 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 5, 2023 

Our mission, as God’s people, is to gather in worship, grow in faith, and go in service in the name of our Risen Lord. 
Our vision – Sharing God’s love, hope and healing. 
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*Gathering Hymn: “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now” ELW 448  

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

One License: A-727907 

*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your 
Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
 
Our first reading is from Genesis 12:1-4a 
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they 
set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation.  

 
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 
 4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 121 - (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

 2My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 3The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall 
asleep. 

 4Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 

 5the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

 7The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 

 8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth 
forevermore. 
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Our second reading is from Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from 
God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that 
ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 
something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such 
faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his de-
scendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation: 
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*Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17 
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and 
the kingdom of God. 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered 
him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended in-
to heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Mo-
ses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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*Hymn of the Day: “Beautiful Things” ACS 925 
(Verses 1 & 2 then refrain; verse 3 and then refrain.) 

CCLI # 11519369 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Merciful God,” and your 
response is, “receive our prayer.” 
 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of crea-
tion. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay theo-
logians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of teach-
ing, that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the 
work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to 
care for the natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. 
Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct their work to alleviate 
human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, depression, 
or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who 
look to you in their distress. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their 
joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip us all 
for faithful discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you heal and care for those who are struggling with health issues. Give wisdom 
and compassion for their caregivers. Bring healing to all who suffer, especially those we 
now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to us, so 
inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come after us. Mer-
ciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to re-
new your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
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Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Music: “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” arr. by Schram/Reinagle 

*Offertory Hymn: “We Are an Offering” ELW 692 CCLI # 11519369 
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*Offering Prayer: 
 
L God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 
pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

C Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving: 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P Blessing and thanks belong to you, promising God… 
 
 ...and with all the company of heaven, singing your unending praise. 
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P Faithful God… 
 
 ...may become for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.) 
P La noche en que fue entregado, 
 nuestro Sen or Jesu s tomo  pan y dio gracias; 
 lo partio  y lo dio a sus discí pulos, diciendo: 
 Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 De igual manera, despue s de haber cenado, tomo  la copa, 
 dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo: 
 Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
 derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdo n del pecado. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P Great is the mystery of faith. 
C Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
P Generous God… 
 
 ...ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we 
kneel at the altar. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle, 
fill in the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles. 

*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  
 
Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 10) 
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Communion Hymn: “Eat This Bread” ELW 472 One License: A-727907 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
L Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of 
our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and 
touch the world with your love. 
C Amen 
 
*Sending Call and Response: 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
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One License: A-727907 *Sending Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660 

*Benediction: 
P “Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Dismissal: 
 
L Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  14 

Announcements for March 5, 2023 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Karen Wenger 
Linda Cougill 
Chuck Cook 
Stephanie and Rich Thompson 
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 
Gwen Carey 
Maria and her family in Ukraine 
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister 
Dan Haynes 
For all who are sick and suffering 
Roberta Debolt 
Sue Metzcar 
John Paul Metzcar  
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown 
Mary Broughton 
For all who are suffering with Covid 
For the people of Ukraine 
 
Serving in Worship Today: 
Acolyte: Essilee Smith 
Usher: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer 
Greeter: Claire Park 
Lay Worship Leader, Lector and Communion Assistant: Eric Myrick 
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for March 5 - 11, 2023: 
Birthdays: 
March 5 - Bonnie Hoodlebrink 
March 5 - Autumn Smith 
March 6 - Gary Santoni 
March 7 - Bill Robertson 
March 10 - Eric Myrick 
 
Anniversaries: 
March 5 - Mike and Sue Metzcar 
 
Calendar of Events for the Week of March 5: 
Sunday, March 5 - Bible Study and Sunday School (9am) and Worship (10am)  
Monday, March 6 - Bible Study (10am) and Choir Practice (4pm) 
Tuesday, March 7 - Walking Group meets (9am), Staff Meeting (9:30am), Binding Ties Group Meets 
(10am), and Afghan Sewing Circle Meets (10am) 
Wednesday, March 8 - Mid-Week Lenten Meal and Service at Hazelwood Christian Church (6pm) 
Saturday, March 11 – Quilting Day (9am) and Step Aerobics (9:30am) 
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Here is the schedule of our Mid-Week Lenten Services on Wednesday’s: 
 
Meal at 6pm  
Service at 7pm 
 
March 8: Hazelwood Christian Church 
  1400 W. University AVE 
March 15: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
  900 W. White River BLVD 

March 22: Community of Hope 
  1968 W. Main Street 
March 29: Grace Episcopal Church 
  300 S. Madison Street 

Flowers at the Altar: 
The first bouquet at the altar is given by Mike and Sue Metzcar in celebration of their 55th wedding anni-
versary. The second bouquet at the altar is given by Becki Bergs in celebration of Autumn Smith’s birth-
day. 
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door 
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the 
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 

 
Christian Ministries Food Pantry Volunteers: 
The next opportunity to volunteer at the Christian Ministry Food Pantry is on Tuesday, March 21; 
Wednesday, March 22; Thursday, March 23; and Friday, March 24, from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  
If you have any questions, please contact Dan Beard (765-284-0700) or the church office (765-282-
0619). 
 
Lenten Non-Food Collection: 
We will again collect baby items (especially diapers) during Lent. This is a blessing to mothers in need in 
our community. Bins will be available from February 22 through Easter, April 9. Thank you. 
 
Mark Your Calendars! Quilting Day Saturday, March 11 from 9am - 12 Noon: 
Please join us on Saturday, March 11 from 9am to 12 Noon as we work on the mission quilts for Luther-
an World Relief. All are welcome to join us! For more information, contact Nancy Carlson. 
 
Holy Trinity’s Art Gallery: 
Our Art Gallery contributors were not able to bring in their collection for the month of March. We look 
forward to seeing artwork from Terri Best in April. Thank you to Stephen Sanford for sharing his art-
work in February! 


