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Prelude: “Circle Dance” arr. by Ferdinand Beyer  
        Played by Essilee Smith and Neel Romine 
 
Welcome to Worship and Announcements 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and 
sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C Amen. 

P Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 
mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Holy God, 

C we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather 
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose 
fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 
your way of life. Amen. 

P Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. This prom-
ise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name, and 
revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C Amen. 

Third Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 

Our mission, as God’s people, is to gather in worship, grow in faith, and go in service in the name of our Risen Lord. 
Our vision – Sharing God’s love, hope and healing. 
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Public Domain *Gathering Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ELW 807 

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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*Kyrie 

*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows 
with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
 
Our first reading is from Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to God. God command-
ed Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received 
a very positive answer. 

 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the peo-
ple to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses 
said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people 
thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did 
you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses 
cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will 
be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Is-
rael. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 95 - (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 1Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to 
the Lord with psalms. 

 3For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 

 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours. 

 5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 

 6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 

 7For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s 
hand. 

  Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 

 8“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 

 9There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my 
works. 

 10Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people goes 
astray; they do not know my ways.’ 

 11Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ” 
 
Our second reading is from Romans 5:1-11 
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly 
helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation. 

 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our suffer-
ings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person some-
one might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were 
sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were ene-
mies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having 
been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Reading: John 4:5-42 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.  

 
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 4th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had giv-
en to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting 
by the well. It was about noon. 
 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in com-
mon with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have giv-
en you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the wa-
ter that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you 
have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ances-
tors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship 
is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

*Gospel Acclamation: 
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spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I 
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all 
things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a wom-
an, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the 
woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and 
see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 
30They left the city and were on their way to him. 
 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to 
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one an-
other, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is 
to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four 
months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the 
fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering 
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying 
holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not 
labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed be-
cause of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that 
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 
the world.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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One License: A-727907 *Hymn of the Day: “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” ELW 777 
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Merciful God,” and your 
response is, “receive our prayer.” 
 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of crea-
tion. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-religious dia-
logue. Guide the daily work of denominational and congregational leaders. Strengthen 
our combined witness for the sake of the gospel, that all experience your life-giving love. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the earth and 
seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the diversity and preservation 
of life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate us from our 
neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity of gender, race, lan-
guage, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and affirmed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who are lonely, 
and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live with chronic illness or oth-
er sickness, especially those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts 
(pause). Give them your living water always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism and those newly 
baptized. Nurture their faith and pour your love into their hearts. Inspire our community 
by their testimony to God’s grace in their lives. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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We pray for courage to look at ourselves and see where we have strayed from your ways. 
Heal us by your grace so we may love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We give thanks for the lives of all your saints. Their hope in you sustained lives of faith 
and service. Encourage us with the hope they shared in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to re-
new your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Music: “Lookout on Eagle Mountain” arr. by Mary Leaf  

                   Played by Essilee Smith 
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*Offertory Hymn: “We Are an Offering” ELW 692 CCLI # 11519369 

*Offering Prayer: 
 
L God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 
pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

C Amen. 
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*Great Thanksgiving: 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P Living God… 
 
 ...and with all the company of heaven, singing the hymn your unending praise. 
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P Overflowing God… 
 
 ...may become for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.) 
P La noche en que fue entregado, 
 nuestro Sen or Jesu s tomo  pan y dio gracias; 
 lo partio  y lo dio a sus discí pulos, diciendo: 
 Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 De igual manera, despue s de haber cenado, tomo  la copa, 
 dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo: 
 Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
 derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdo n del pecado. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P Great is the mystery of faith. 
C Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
P Cleansing God… 
 
 ...Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ever one God. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we 
kneel at the altar. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle, 
fill in the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles. 

*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  
 
Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 10) 
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Communion Hymn: “Come to the Water of Life” ACS 955 One License: A-727907 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
L Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of 
our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and 
touch the world with your love. 
C Amen 
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Public Domain *Sending Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” ELW 335 

*Sending Call and Response: 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
 
*Benediction: 
P “Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Dismissal: 
L Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements for March 12, 2023 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Linda Cougill 
Chuck Cook 
Stephanie and Rich Thompson 
Amy O’Neal 
Gwen Carey 
Maria and her family in Ukraine 
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister 
Dan Haynes 
For all who are sick and suffering 
Roberta Debolt 
Sue Metzcar 
John Paul Metzcar  
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown 
Mary Broughton 
For the people of Ukraine 
 
Serving in Worship Today: 
Acolyte:  
Usher: Dick Elias and Roger Hollands 
Greeter: Sue Elias 
Lay Worship Leader, Lector and Communion Assistant: Becke Bly 
Altar Guild: Kathy McCauliff 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for March 12 - 18, 2023: 
Birthdays: 
March 12 - Roger Hollands 
March 14 - Betty Haffner 
March 14 - Erma Unger 
 
Anniversaries: 
No anniversaries on record. 
 
Calendar of Events for the Week of March 12: 
Sunday, March 12 - Bible Study and Sunday School (9am) and Worship (10am)  
Monday, March 13 - Bible Study (10am), Choir Practice (4pm) and Council Meeting (6:30pm) 
Tuesday, March 14 - Walking Group meets (9am), Staff Meeting (9:30am), Binding Ties Group Meets 
(10am), and Afghan Sewing Circle Meets (10am) 
Wednesday, March 15 - Mid-Week Lenten Meal and Service at Holy Trinity (6pm) 
Friday, March 17 - Healthy Community Alliance Meeting (12 Noon) 
Saturday, March 18 – Open Hands Food Distribution (8:45am) and Step Aerobics (9:30am) 
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Here is the schedule of our Mid-Week Lenten Services on Wednesday’s: 
 
Meal at 6pm  
Service at 7pm 
 
March 15: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
  900 W. White River BLVD 
March 22: Community of Hope 
  1968 W. Main Street 
March 29: Grace Episcopal Church 
  300 S. Madison Street 

Flowers at the Altar: 
The bouquet at the altar is given by Virginia Finchum: Beware the Ides of March! In honor of Grand-
daughter Jessica Kelley and Great-Granddaughter Victoria Sutherland; both born on March 15th different 
years. 
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door 
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the 
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 

 
Christian Ministries Food Pantry Volunteers: 
The next opportunity to volunteer at the Christian Ministry Food Pantry is on Tuesday, March 21; 
Wednesday, March 22; Thursday, March 23; and Friday, March 24, from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  
If you have any questions, please contact Dan Beard (765-284-0700) or the church office (765-282-
0619). 
 
Lenten Non-Food Collection: 
We will again collect baby items (especially diapers) during Lent. This is a blessing to mothers in need in 
our community. Bins will be available from February 22 through Easter, April 9. Thank you. 
 
Grace Village God and Grub: 
Churches from the community have been taking turns delivering a meal to Grace Village’s God and Grub 
on Monday evenings at 5pm. April 3rd is Holy Trinity’s turn. We need volunteers to take these hungry 
college students a meal. If you are willing to do this, please call the church office and let us know. 
 
From Outreach - Art and Lee Baker Scholarships: 
We now welcome applications for Art and Lee Baker Scholarships. They are open to youths graduating 
from high school who have participated in the ministries of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. The deadline 
to apply is April 14, and awards will be made May 14. Applications are available in the Church Office. 


