Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020
Gathering Welcome and Announcements
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
P (Pastor)
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C (Congregation) Amen.
P
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
P
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P
Most merciful God,
C
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Come Down, O Love Divine” ELW 804

1 Come down, O Love divine;
seek thou this soul of mine
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near;
within my heart appear
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.
2 Oh, let it freely burn,
till worldly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path
illuming.

3 Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing-true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with
loathing.
4 And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling;
no soul can guess Love's grace
till it become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890 - One License: License #A-727907

Apostolic Greeting
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great
mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
First Reading: Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20 (Read Together)
8Bless

our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.
9Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.
10For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
11You brought us into the net;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
13I will enter your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows—
14those that I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.
16Come and listen, all you who believe,
and I will tell you what God has done for me.
17I called out to God with my mouth,
and praised the Lord with my tongue.
18If I had cherished evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
19but in truth God has heard me
and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22
Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21
Sermon

Pastor Jerry O’Neal

Hymn of the Day

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ELW 631

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

4 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 - Public Domain

Prayers of Intercession (After the lay worship leader says, “Lord, in your mercy” the congregation says,
“hear our prayer.”)
Sharing of the Peace
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Opportunity of Giving
(If you would like to give electronically, you may:
1. Text the amount you wish to give to (219) 402-1863,
2. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
3. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
OR
You can mail your offering to the church at:
900 W. White River Blvd
Muncie, IN 47303
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!)

Offering Prayer
L
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an
abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the
strength of the risen Christ.
C
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
L
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P
“Barocha” - Michael Card
C
Amen.
Sending Hymn

“Come, We That Love the Lord” ELW 625

1 Come, we that love the Lord,
and let our joys be known;
join in a song with sweet accord,
join in a song with sweet accord
and thus surround the throne,
and thus surround the throne.

3 The hill of Zion yields
a thousand sacred sweets
before we reach the heav'nly fields,
before we reach the heav'nly fields,
or walk the golden streets,
or walk the golden streets. Refrain

Refrain
We're marching to Zion,
beautiful, beautiful Zion:
we're marching upward to Zion,
the beautiful city of God.

4 Then let our songs abound,
and ev'ry tear be dry;
we're marching through Immanuel's ground,
we're marching through Immanuel's ground,
to fairer worlds on high,
to fairer worlds on high. Refrain

2 Let those refuse to sing
who never knew our God;
but children of the heav'nly king,
but children of the heav'nly king
may tell their joys abroad,
may tell their joys abroad. Refrain

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, refrain - Public Domain

Dismissal
L
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

