13th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 4, 2022

Prelude: “I Worship You, Almighty God” arr. by Mark Hayes
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness:
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.

C

Amen.

P

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P

God of mercy and forgiveness,

C
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have
failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us
the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
P

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us
on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “O God beyond All Praising” ELW 880

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy,
bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal
Our first reading is from Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark
choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other gods.
15See,

I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in
his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,
20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of
days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 - (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1Happy

are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not
wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of
the righteous.
6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
Our second reading is from Philemon 1-21
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon, a slaveowner and a Christian
friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian
brother.
1Paul,

a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and

*Please stand as you are able.
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to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all the
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective
when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of
Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps
this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has wronged you
in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have
this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: “Sanctuary” arr. by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs
English:

Spanish:

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary

Senor, preparame para ser un santuario

Pure and holy, tried and true

Puro y santo, probado y verdadero

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living

Con Accion de Gracias, sere una vida

Sanctuary for You

Santuario para ti

*Gospel Reading: Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that completing the
course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

25Now

large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself,
cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he
has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is

*Please stand as you are able.
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able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot,
then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal
*Hymn of the Day: “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW 808

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:

P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “God of grace,” and your response is,
“receive our prayer.”
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts of your
people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our partnerships in the
faith. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield fruit this
season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country, and for
international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food insecurity,
for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care , especially those
we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). God of grace,
receive our prayer.
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they glorify
your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the sake of the
world. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
For the ministries of Holy Trinity: Help us to reach out to the community with our fall ministry opportunities like Youth Sunday School, Project Stepping Stone Worship and Dessert Auction, Stephen Ministry
Training and the Neighborhood BBQ. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give us faith, like them, to love you with all
our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sharing the Peace:
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Anthem: “Holy Manna” arr. by Joel Raney
*Offertory Hymn: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ELW 674

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
C

Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

*Please stand as you are able.
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung in canon. Sing through the first time as is and then the second time sing
either 1 or 2 first and then the other.)
One License: A-727907
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P
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them
on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.)
P
La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Senor Jesus tomo pan y dio gracias;
lo partio y lo dio a sus discípulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

De igual manera, despues de haber cenado, tomo la copa,
dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,
derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdon del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your
people throughout the world.
Glory and praise to you,
O God, Author of life,
Word made flesh,
Power of the Most High, now and forever.
C

Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Invitation to Communion:

P

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 6)

Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we
kneel at the altar. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle,
fill in the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Communion Hymn: “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” ELW 814
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*Post Communion Blessing:
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All
Amen.
*Post Communion Prayer:
L
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
C

Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
L
God's work!
C
Our hands!
L
God's love!
C
Our hearts!
L
God's story!
C
Our voices!
*Benediction:
P
“Barocha” - Michael Card

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” LBW 377

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Dismissal:

L
C

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
Announcements for September 4, 2022

This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Rosemary Martin
Lou Ellen Botkin
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Gwen Carey
Linda Cougill
Marcia Kelly’s mother, Marguerite
Maria and her family in Ukraine
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister
Jessica Cummings
Dan Haynes
For all who are sick and suffering
Roberta Debolt
Sue Metzcar
John Paul Metzcar
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown
Stephanie and Rich Thompson
Mary Broughton
For all who are suffering with Covid
For the people of Ukraine
Flowers at the Altar:
The bouquet of flowers are given by Lou Ellen Botkin in honor of birthdays of Ellen Botkin, daughter,
and Mark Knaub, son-in-law, and to the glory of God.
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship, Communion Assistant and Lector: Becke Bly
Acolyte:
Usher: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer
Greeter: Betty Haffner
Altar Guild: Jo Robertson and Marla Suding
Birthdays and Anniversaries for September 4 - 10, 2022:
Birthdays:
September 4 - Jacob Bergs
September 4 - Brittainy Raef
September 5 - Floyd Bird
September 6 - Sarah Van Pelt
September 7 - Cora Ling
September 8 - Gail Bader

*Please stand as you are able.

September 8 - Ellen Botkin
September 8 - Eileen Ypparila
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.
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September 11 is Rally Day!!
Sunday School and Catechism begins on Sunday, September 11 at 9:00am. Sunday School for our youth
will begin on Sunday, September 11 at 9:00am in room 203 and Catechism Class will be in Pr. Jerry’s office also at 9:00am.
Project Stepping Stone Worship, Picnic and Dessert Auction Returns!
The Project Stepping Stone’s Annual Dessert Auction is finally back!
Please join us on Sunday, September 11th at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church for worship, lunch, and a
chance to bid on what always is a stunning selection of desserts. Sign-up sheet for bringing baked goods
is in the narthex.
A joint service between Lutheran Church of the Cross and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church will be held at
10:00am (outside, weather permitting). Lunch and the auction will follow. Make sure to bring your lawn
chair! All funds raised will go directly to Project Stepping Stone.

Neighborhood BBQ News:
September 18 – God’s Work Our Hands service day this year we will host a Neighborhood BBQ! Working with the Normal City Neighbor Association, we will have an afternoon BBQ, at 5:00pm, in the parking
lot, with live music by Mountain Laurel and food provided by Grand Grilling . You’ll hear more about this
as the planning gets underway, so please mark your calendars for this Welcome Event! - Hospitality
Team
Volunteers’ Tee Shirts For BBQ:
Those who have volunteered to work the free neighborhood BBQ need to be identified as church members. The best way to do this is to wear one of these three tee shirts:
1. a Thrivent tee shirt of any color (we will have free extras to give out)
2. An HTLC tee shirt of any color from years past
3. A gold “God’s Work, Our Hands” tee shirt from years past
Donate Your Unwanted Kids' Books:
We are collecting used children's books to give away free at the neighborhood BBQ on Sept. 18th. Please
look at your book collection and bring us the ones you don't need anymore. There will be a place in the
Narthex to put them.
Holy Trinity’s Art Gallery:
Holy Trinity’s September Artist of the month is John Scholl displaying his woodworking art. Thank you
to all who shared their sewing skills in our August Art Gallery display!
Sharing Garden Abundance:
Bring in your extra garden produce to share at our ABUNDANCE table at the main entrance. And help
yourself to some wonderful produce from those who are sharing!
Calendar of Events for the Week of September 4:
Sunday, September 4 - Bible Study (9am) and Worship (10am)
Monday, September 5 - Labor Day Church Office Closed
Tuesday, September 6 - Walking Group meets in parking lot (8am), Binding Ties Group Meets
(9:30am), and Afghan Sewing Circle meets in Fellowship Hall
Saturday, September 10 - Step Aerobics (9:30am)

*Please stand as you are able.
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