15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 18, 2022

Prelude: “Be Thou My Vision” arr. by John Carter
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness:
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.

C

Amen.

P

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P

God of mercy and forgiveness,

C
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have
failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us
the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
P

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us
on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “Take My Life, That I May Be” ELW 583

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

Our first reading is from Amos 8:4-7
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business
practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situation.
4Hear

this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5saying, “When will
the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, 6buying the
poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The Lord
has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 113 - (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1Hallelujah!

Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord.
the name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.
3From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the Lord be praised.
4The Lord is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.
5Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high,
6but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
7The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.
9The Lord makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
2Let

Our second reading is from 1 Timothy 2:1-7

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such as church administration
and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.
1First

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone,
kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom for all—this was
attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
2for

L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation: “Sanctuary” arr. by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs

English:

Spanish:

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary

Senor, preparame para ser un santuario

Pure and holy, tried and true

Puro y santo, probado y verdadero

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living

Con Accion de Gracias, sere una vida

Sanctuary for You

Santuario para ti

*Gospel Reading: Luke 16:1-13

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended by him for having acted so
shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers
of a far more valuable household.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Then

Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought
to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this
that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager
any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so
that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so
that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give
you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Hymn of the Day: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” ELW 655

Public Domain

*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “God of grace,” and your response is,
“receive our prayer.”
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good
news with the world. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us how
best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable practices.
God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may
live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with your comfort and love. Comfort those who
are sick, those in the hospital and those who are in need, especially those we now name either aloud or
in the silence of our hearts (pause). God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Eternal Savior, bless the Neighborhood BBQ with those who are hungry, in need of fellowship and help
us to show your mercy and love through all that we do in your name. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of those who
have gone before us, and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offering Music: “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” arr. by Jane Holstein

*Offertory Hymn: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ELW 674

One License: A-727907

*Offering Prayer:
L
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
C

Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving

P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
*Please stand as you are able.
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung in canon. Sing through the first time as is and then the second time sing
either 1 or 2 first and then the other.)
One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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P
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them
on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.)
P
La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Senor Jesus tomo pan y dio gracias;
lo partio y lo dio a sus discípulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

De igual manera, despues de haber cenado, tomo la copa,
dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,
derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdon del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your
people throughout the world.
Glory and praise to you,
O God, Author of life,
Word made flesh,
Power of the Most High, now and forever.
C

Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Invitation to Communion:

P

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 6)

Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we
kneel at the altar. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle,
fill in the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Communion Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793

Public Domain

*Post Communion Blessing:
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All
Amen.
*Post Communion Prayer:
L
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
C

Amen

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Call and Response:
L
God's work!
C
Our hands!
L
God's love!
C
Our hearts!
L
God's story!
C
Our voices!
*Benediction:
P
“Barocha” - Michael Card
C
Amen.
*Sending Hymn: “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” ELW 669

One License: A-727907

*Dismissal:
L
C

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for September 18, 2022

This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Lou Ellen Botkin
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Gwen Carey
Linda Cougill
Marcia Kelly’s mother, Marguerite
Maria and her family in Ukraine
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister
Jessica Cummings
Dan Haynes
For all who are sick and suffering
Roberta Debolt
Sue Metzcar
John Paul Metzcar
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown
Stephanie and Rich Thompson
Mary Broughton
For all who are suffering with Covid
For the people of Ukraine
Flowers at the Altar:
The bouquet of flowers are given to the glory of God.
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship, Communion Assistant and Lector: Amy Norris
Acolyte: Logan Norris
Usher: Andy Brelage and Gary Santoni
Greeter: Dawn-Marie Oberly
Altar Guild: Jo Robertson and Marla Suding
Birthdays and Anniversaries for September 18 - 24, 2022:
Birthdays:
September 19 - Steve Cavanaugh
September 19 - Pam Miller
September 19 - Drew O’Neal
September 19 - Claire Park
Anniversaries:
September 19 - Philip and Susan Clay
September 19 - Mitchell and Bonnie Morrow-Eldridge
September 20 - Al Smith and Karen Wenger
September 22 - Dick and Sue Elias
Driver Need on OCT. 15:

*Please stand as you are able.
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Driver Need on OCT. 15:
A driver is needed to take 5 or 6 boxes of mission quilts to Fort Wayne on Saturday, Oct. 15th. Quilts are
to be dropped off any time between 8am and Noon at St. John's Lutheran. A gas card from Thrivent will
be provided as a "thank you" for doing God's work. Let Nancy Carlson know at ncarlson@bsu.edu.
Quilt Blessing, Sunday, September 25:
If you had anything at all to do with the 24 quilts we are blessing on September 25, please be in the service to come forward to lay your hands on the quilts.
Grace Village Donations:
Grace Village is in need of these items for their Grab and Go Breakfasts on Wednesdays from 8am 10am: Individual Trail Mix Packets, Gluten-Free Breakfast Bars, and Individual Bottled Coffees (such as
Starbucks Frappuccino). There is a bin in the narthex/lobby outside of the sanctuary to put them in.
Thank you!
Neighborhood BBQ News:
Today at 5:00 P.M. – For God’s Work Our Hands service day this year we will host a Neighborhood
BBQ! Working with the Normal City Neighbor Association, we will have an afternoon BBQ, this afternoon at 5:00pm, in the parking lot, with live music by Mountain Laurel and food provided by Grand
Grilling. Please come and join in the fun and get to know our neighbors!
Volunteers’ Tee Shirts For BBQ:
Those who have volunteered to work the free neighborhood BBQ need to be identified as church members. The best way to do this is to wear one of these three tee shirts:
1. a Thrivent tee shirt of any color (we will have free extras to give out)
2. An HTLC tee shirt of any color from years past
3. A gold “God’s Work, Our Hands” tee shirt from years past
Holy Trinity’s Art Gallery:
Holy Trinity’s September Artist of the month is John Scholl displaying his woodworking art.
Sharing Garden Abundance:
Bring in your extra garden produce to share at our ABUNDANCE table at the main entrance. And help
yourself to some wonderful produce from those who are sharing!
Calendar of Events for the Week of September 18:
Sunday, September 18 - Bible Study (9am), Worship (10am), New Membership Class (11:15am) and
Neighborhood BBQ (5pm)
Monday, September 19 - Bible Study (10am) and Choir Practice (4pm)
Tuesday, September 20 - Walking Group meets in parking lot (8am), Binding Ties Group Meets
(9:30am), Staff Meeting (10am) and Project Stepping Stone Meeting (7pm)
Saturday, September 24 - Step Aerobics (9:30am)

*Please stand as you are able.
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