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Welcome to Worship and Announcements 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
 endures forever.  
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Faithful God, 
All have mercy upon us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, things done and left undone; 
 and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of 
 life, to the honor and glory of your Name;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P Hear the good news: 
 God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 
 power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
C Amen. 

Holy Trinity’s Purpose Statement: 
Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world. 

November 16, 2025 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude: “Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word” by J. S. Bach and J. G. Walther 
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*Gathering Hymn  "Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer" ELW 618 

*Greeting:  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*The Prayer of the Day 
P O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Public Domain 
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Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
 
Our first reading is from Malachi 4:1-2a 
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble 
in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God. 

 
1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of right-
eousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98 
(Read responsively between Lector and Congregation, which is in bold print.) 
 
1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy 
arm have won the victory. 

2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness 
in the sight of the nations. 

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of 
the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
who comes to judge the earth. 

9 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
Our second reading is from 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, liv-
ing off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, 
they need to work. 

 
6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tra-
dition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; 
we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread 
without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might 
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not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in order to 
give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this com-
mand: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living 
irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command 
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation: “Verse for All Saints’ Day” arr. by Robert A. Hobby 
(Sung by the Holy Trinity Choir and the congregation is invited to join them in singing.) 

Words are below: 
 
Alleluia alleluia 
 
 
 
alleluia. They are before the 
throne of 
 
 
 
God, worshiping day and night 
within the temple; and the 
 
 
 
one___who sits upon the throne 
will shelter them. 
 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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*Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, believers will draw strength 
from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear.  

 
P The holy gospel according to Luke the 21st chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 
  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 
about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must 
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation 
will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes 
and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great 
signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors be-
cause of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds 
not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that 
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed 
even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to 
death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon - Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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One License: A-727907 *Hymn of the Day “Let All Things Now Living” ELW 881 
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 
God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel 
using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous 
paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power 
to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing nat-
ural disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law enforce-
ment agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that 
build up the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are marginal-
ized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed 
by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind, especial-
ly to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate 
service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in 
building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of growth and fruitfulness, we give thanks for all the past, present and future minis-
tries at Holy Trinity. Help this congregation continue to grow beyond our walls into the 
community helping those in need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the faith-
ful. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
P The peace of our Risen Savior be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offertory Music: “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” arr. by Zebulon M. Highben  
                    Holy Trinity Choir 
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CCLI Copyright License 11519369/Song # 16220 

Offertory Presentation: “We Are an Offering” ELW 692 

*Offering Prayer: 
L God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them 
with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the 
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now 
and forever. 
C Amen. 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*The Great Thanksgiving:  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525  (Sung in canon. Sing through the first time as is and then the 

second time sing either 1 or 2 first and then the other.) One License: A-727907 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
 you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
 preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.) 
 
P La noche en que fue entregado, 
 nuestro Sen or Jesu s tomo  pan y dio gracias; 
 lo partio  y lo dio a sus discí pulos, diciendo: 
 Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 De igual manera, despue s de haber cenado, tomo  la copa, 
 dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo: 
 Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
 derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdo n del pecado. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his  
 coming in glory. 
  
P Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 
 this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 3 of the ELW) 

Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we 
kneel at the altar. Apple juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle, f ill in 
the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles. 

*Invitation to Communion: 
P There is a place for you at the table of God. 

 Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 
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Public Domain Communion Hymn: “Just As I Am, without One Plea” ELW 592 
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*Post Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
L God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send 
us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love 
and serve in Christ’s name. 
C Amen 

*Sending Call and Response: 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
 
*Benediction: 
P “Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: “Soon and Very Soon” ELW 439 

*Dismissal: 
L Go in peace. We are 
C Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world. 

CCLI: 11519369/11249 
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Announcements for November 16, 2025 
 

Serving in Worship Today: 
Presiding: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
Holy Trinity Organist: Karen Huff 
Acolyte: Logan Norris 
Ushers: Andy Brelage and Steve Donnellan 
Greeter: Kathy McCauliff 
Communion Assistant: Diane Scholer 
Lay Worship Leader and Lector: Roger Hollands 
Altar Guild: Jan Segedy 
 
Flowers at the Altar: 
The bouquet of flowers at the altar are given by Becki Bergs in celebration of Dustan Smith’s birthday. 
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the 
closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or mon-
ey and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 

 
Prayer Requests: 
We invite you to send us any prayer requests that you want included in our weekly emails or the Holy Trinity Prayer Chain. 
Send requests to: holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com.  

 
Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Bruce and Linda Reynolds and family 

Edna Bonda and Becki Bergs and family 

Jenna Schwartz, co-worker of Kelli Smith’s 

Audrey Snyder, friend of Amy O’Neal’s 

Betty Haffner 

Lou Ellen Botkin 

Robyn Klaus, friend of the O’Neal’s 

Dan Haynes 

Al Smith, Karen Wenger’s husband 

Guy Wood, Larry Wood’s older brother 

Jarod and Sydney DelSorbo, Pr. Jerry and Amy O’Neal’s  

 nephew and his wife 

Tim Scholl, John and Rosanna Scholl’s nephew 

Bradley Wuthrich, Gwen Carey’s grandson 

Chrissy Miller, friend of Kent Barlow 

Douglas Watters, Kristen Dashler’s Uncle 

Debbie Singer, Sherri Elwood’s sister-in-law 

Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 

David and Jensy Engle, Susie Peterson’s parents 

Janis Foster, Shirley Foster’s daughter-in-law 

Brenda and John Kearns 

Tony Brinkman 

Shelle Richardson 

Matthew Santoni 

Roberta Debolt 

Chuck Cook 

Maria and her family in Ukraine 

John Paul Metzcar  

Mary Broughton 

For those not named 

For all who are sick and suffering 

Just A Reminder: 
Just a reminder that we live stream our service on Facebook and YouTube each week and the congrega-
tion mic is live throughout the service. (Food for Thought: This means your conversations may be heard 
online if you are close to the sound system.) 

mailto:holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events for the Week of November 16: 
Sunday, November 16 – Bible Study/Sunday School (9am) and Worship (10am) and Back Bay Mission 
Trip Meeting (following worship) 
Monday, November 17 - Bible Study (10am), and Choir Practice (4pm)  
Tuesday, November 18 - Walking Group meets (9am), Staff Meeting (9:30am), Ministry of Support 
(6pm), HTLC Foundation Board Meeting (7pm) and Project Stepping Stone Meeting (7pm) 
Thursday, November 20 - Volunteers to work CMDC Food Pantry (9am), E-Connect Team Meeting 
(5:30pm), and Girl Scout Meeting-Kelli Smith (6:30pm) 
Friday, November 21 - Volunteers to work CMDC Food Pantry (9am) and Better Together Wellness 
(9:30am) 
Saturday, November 22 – Step Aerobics (9:30am) 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for November 2025: 

  

Birthdays: 

November 3 – Jo Robertson 

November 3 – Emily Scholer 

November 6 – Cody Brelage 

November 11 – Braison Ling 

November 15 – Julia Meyers 

November 15 – Logan Norris 

November 16 – Teena Kennedy 

November 18 – Dustan Smith 

November 19 – Linda Hamilton 

November 26 – Amy O’Neal 

November 27 – John Pinckney 

  

Anniversaries: 

November 1 - Doug and Diane Scholer 

November 29 – Bruce and Linda Reynolds 

FEED MY SHEEP: 
A blue MSD toter is located near the 
main entry for donations of non-
perishable food, especially canned 
goods. This feeds people in our commu-
nity during the Thanksgiving season and 
beyond. Thank you. 

From Outreach:  

We are pleased to tell everyone that our upcoming holiday season activities will include A Better Way, 

the Panther Pantry at Southside Middle School, and Open Hands Christmas. Watch for more information! 

Open Hands Christmas---We have a goal of $1500 this year. We welcome all members and friends to 

participate in helping families in need. Please designate gifts to “Open Hands Christmas.” Thank you for 

your generosity. 

(It should be noted that because of our changed format, there will be no drive-through Open Hands event in 

December. The next one will be Saturday, January 17.) 
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Back Bay Mission Trip – May 10–16, 2026 – Volunteers Needed! 

 

Join us for our 12th Annual Back Bay Mission Trip to Biloxi, Mississippi, happening May 10–16, 

2026! Everyone is welcome—no special skills required—just a willing heart and hands ready to help. 

In the coming weeks, some of our past participants will share their experiences from previous trips. If 

you’re thinking about joining us, feel free to reach out to someone who’s been before to learn more. 

There will be an informational meeting TODAY following worship. 

Past travelers include John and Rosanna Scholl, John Pinckney, Larry Wood, Becki Bergs, Dick and Sue 

Elias, and Nancy Carlson. 

 

Back Bay Mission 
I continue to travel to Biloxi, MS each May for a number of reasons. To honor my husband, Randy. To de-
liver sleeping mats. To sharpen some of my handy-girl skills. To learn how unsheltered people are cared 
for and the ever changing strategies to move them forward. These are some important reasons for me to 
go.  But the best reason is to see how my friends use their unique gifts to minister to the unsheltered and 
to all the rest of us.  I’m grateful for each one. I'm thankful for John and Larry for their endless patience 
and willingness to teach others. I'm thankful for Nancy for her ability to talk to strangers and learn their 
stories.  I'm thankful for Laurie, a new friend, who used her love of art to give some homeless people a 
way to express themselves.  Who knew? I'm grateful for Autumn who gave up her free week between 
college and work to schmooze  with a bunch of geezers and showed me her leadership skills. I'm grateful 
for Sue, who in her quiet way gets what needs to be done before most others don't even know what 
needs to be done. There are many more examples.  By living for a week with others, one can learn more 
about them and how they use their gifts. 
So while the good people at Holy Trinity do so much for others in Muncie, the ministry at Back Bay Mis-
sion always nurtures me and teaches me something new. 
I pray that you’ll consider joining the group this May.  Bring a friend.   
 
Becki Bergs 
 

Back Bay Mission Trip 2026 
 

We always see competing realities during our annual trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS. A city on the 
Gulf Coast with wonderful architecture and historic sites is contrasted with a homeless community at-
tracted to the area by temperate conditions as well as a working community earning service industry 
wages. Back Bay Mission is there for all of them and by partnering with the Mission for a week each year 
we experience new ways to help members in our own community.  
The trip to and from Biloxi is an adventure as well. Our travels have taken us to New Orleans, Mobile Ala-
bama (home to a battleship and submarine museum), Laurel Mississippi from HGTV’s Hometown, and 
several important civil rights cities including Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma Alabama, where we 
walked the Edmund Pettus bridge. A desire to contribute to the common good and a curiosity to see oth-
er places are the only requirements to make this trip. Please join us after worship on November 16th to 
hear more.  
 
Dick and Sue Elias  
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A Better Way Christmas: 
 
The countdown to the Christmas holiday has begun. The stores are filled with Christmas cheer. This year 
HTLC will once again partner with A Better Way shelter to bring a little extra joy to the residents- both 
the adults and the young people. As you start your shopping, please consider picking up a gift card to 
give away. Here are some suggestions from ABW: 
 
1. Marathon gift cards (it's the closest gas station to the shelter where they can use it to get gas, 
snacks, coffee, etc) 
2. CVS/Walgreens gift cards (also close and they can use it to get medications if necessary) 
3. Walmart gift cards (affordable and close by) 
4. Aldi (affordable and close by) 
5. We will also collect $10 gift cards for McDonalds for the kiddos. There is a restaurant close by 
and the youth can walk there for a special treat. 
 
A message we received from Eden, "Thank you so much for continually reaching out and wanting to sup-
port our residents to ensure they and their children have a joyous Christmas season. The gift cards you 
provide are always a huge hit."  
 
Please put the cards in my mailbox ( or just give them to me) by December 14th. 
 
Let's spread some Christmas joy again this year!  Thanks, Kathy 


