Our mission, as God’s people, is to gather in worship, grow in faith, and go in service in the name of our Risen Lord.
Our vision – Sharing God’s love, hope and healing.

Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 4, 2022

Prelude: “The Father’s Rose” arr. by Mark Hayes
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness:
P

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.

C

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.

P
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the
one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P

God of new beginnings,

C
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with
your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.
P
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and
the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Lighting the Advent Candle: Choir Introduction

One License: A-727907

*Lighting the Advent Candle: “Light of Light” arr. by Joel Raney (Congregation Sings)

*Responsive Reading for Second Sunday - Light of Peace
L

Advent is a time to turn away from meaningless distractions.

C

Prince of Peace, clear our minds and calm our hearts.

L

Advent is a time to notice and count our many blessings.

C

Prince of Peace, help us recognize all that is good in our lives.

L

Advent is a time to let go of bitterness and resentment.

C

Prince of Peace, make us slow to anger and quick to forgive.

L

Advent is a time to spread peace to the world around us.

C

Prince of Peace, open our eyes to the needs of others.

L
Today we light two candles - the candle of hope and the candle of peace. This second candle reminds us that in sending Christ, God sent us peace that passes all understanding. Peace of heart and
mind, because through God’s grace, we were given a Savior. Because of Christ we can live our lives with
a sense of calm assurance, and we can be instruments that spread that peace out into the world.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

Our first reading is from Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of
God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.
1A

shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him,
and his dwelling shall be glorious.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation: “Sanctuary” arr. by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs

English:

Spanish:

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary

Senor, preparame para ser un santuario

Pure and holy, tried and true

Puro y santo, probado y verdadero

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living

Con Accion de Gracias, sere una vida

Sanctuary for You

Santuario para ti

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1In

those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts
and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region
along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able.

4

*Hymn of the Day: “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264

One License: A-727907

*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.

5

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “God, in your mercy” and your response
is, “receive our prayer.”
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians. Inspire
teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. Teach us to
be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with equity
and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those
who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or abused,
especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors
without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or
separated from loved ones, especially those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts
(pause). God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
You watch over all of us. Be with all who are traveling for the holidays and keep them safe from harm.
Give everyone patience and understanding on the roadways and the airlines and train stations. God, in
your mercy,
receive our prayer.
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful witness.
Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with
the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offering Anthem: “Adoration” arr. by Mark Hayes

*Offertory Hymn: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ELW 674

One License: A-727907

*Offering Prayer:
L
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in
need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.
C

Amen.

*Words of Institution
P

(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.)
La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Senor Jesus tomo pan y dio gracias;
lo partio y lo dio a sus discípulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

*Please stand as you are able.
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De igual manera, despues de haber cenado, tomo la copa,
dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,
derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdon del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
*Lord’s Prayer:
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 6)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we
kneel at the altar. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle,
fill in the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles.

Communion Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ELW 272

Public Domain

*Post Communion Blessing:
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Prayer:
L
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body
and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and
strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord.
C

Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
L
God's work!
C
Our hands!
L
God's love!
C
Our hearts!
L
God's story!
C
Our voices!
*Benediction:
P
“Barocha” - Michael Card
C
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “All Earth Is Hopeful” (Toda la tierra) ELW 266

One License: A-727907

*Dismissal:
L
Go in peace. Christ is near.
C
Thanks be to God.
*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for December 4, 2022

This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Bill Hoodlebrink’s sister, Julia
Stephanie and Rich Thompson
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Gwen Carey
Maria and her family in Ukraine
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister
Dan Haynes
For all who are sick and suffering
Roberta Debolt
Sue Metzcar
John Paul Metzcar
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown
Mary Broughton
For all who are suffering with Covid
For the people of Ukraine

Flowers at the Altar:
The bouquet of flowers are given by Paula Gregory in memory of her mother, Velma Rayburn.
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

Serving in Worship Today:
Acolyte:
Usher: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer
Greeter: Dawn-Marie Oberly
Lay Worship Leader, Lector and Communion Assistant: Jeff Bird
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer
Birthdays and Anniversaries for December 4 - 10, 2022:
Birthdays:
December 7 - Diane Calvin
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.

Calendar of Events for the Week of December 4:
Sunday, December 4 - Bible Study in room 102 (9am), Worship (10am) and Children’s Community
Ministry at Community of Hope UMC (4pm)
Monday, December 5 - Bible Study (10am) and Choir Practice (4pm)
Tuesday, December 6 - Walking Group meets in parking lot (9am), Staff Meeting (9:30am), Binding
Ties Group Meets (9:30am), Afghan Sewing Circle (10am), and Blue Christmas Service at High Street
UMC (7pm)
Saturday, December 10 – Step Aerobics (9:30am)

*Please stand as you are able.
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From Outreach:
Collection of saltine crackers for the Panther Pantry at Southside Middle School begins this Sunday
(27th). Our goal is 160 boxes to help with their Christmas season distribution to families in need. Any
brand is fine, and we thank you for being a part of this
holiday effort.
Thrivent’s Michelle Walker and Christmas Gifts for Central Indiana Foster Children:
Thrivent’s Michelle Walker is welcoming donations to “Turn Away No Longer”, a Central Indiana organization that serves foster children and their families. She is collecting specific clothing items for 25
children (see the links below) and 15 Blessing Baskets. If you would like to sponsor a child, sign up for
an item(s) at a link below and bring them unwrapped to Holy Trinity by Sunday, December 4, or to
our office by December 2nd. Each item needs to be labeled with the family #, child #, boy or girl,
and age. If you would like to donate items for the Blessing Baskets a list of requested items is below.
For monetary donations, checks may be payable to: “Turn Away No Longer”.
Family # 52- 2 Children
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4aaaaf23a6ffce9-christmas131
Family #53- 3 Children
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4aaaaf23a6ffce9-christmas132
Family #58- 3 Children
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4aaaaf23a6ffce9-christmas137
Family #59- 1 Child
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4aaaaf23a6ffce9-christmas138
Family #63- 2 Children
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4aaaaf23a6ffce9-christmas142
Blessing Basket Items:
24 oz. Dawn dish soap
115 oz. Tide liquid laundry detergent (unscented)
Puff tissues
20 oz. body wash
19 oz. Lysol disinfectant spray or wipes
18 Cascade dishwasher pods
4 or 6 pack of toilet paper
2 pack paper towels
All purpose 32 oz. Lysol cleaner
11 oz. liquid hand soap
12 oz. hand sanitizer
Large laundry basket

You are welcome to bring donations to Michelle’s office: 3621 N. Everbrook Ln, Suite #4, Muncie, IN
47304.
All these items will be collected and packaged Tuesday, December 13, 3-5pm at Minnetrista Cultural Center, 1200 N. Minnetrista Pkwy, Muncie, IN 47303. Please let us know if you can help.
If you have any questions, please call 765 212-2307. Thank you for your help!
*Please stand as you are able.
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Blue Christmas Service at High Street UMC, Tuesday, December 6 at 7pm:
Join us on Tuesday, December 6 as we gather with High Street United Methodist Church, 219 S. High
Street, Muncie, at 7:00 P.M. for a Blue Christmas service. This is a service that offers comfort for those
who are grieving and struggling to find joy and hope during the holidays.
From Outreach:
To Members and Friends of Holy Trinity,
We would like to share with you our plan for the 2022 Christmas season. There will be a regular Open
Hands distribution on Saturday, December 17. It will be first-come first-served, as usual, with those
coming receiving a small food card.
As in the past, we welcome referrals from members of the church submitted to the Church Office (2820619) by Monday, December 12. We will also include Project Stepping Stone residents. Food cards for
referrals will be for larger amounts, and recipients need not get in the line on the 17th.
Our goal to accomplish this work is $1500. We are thankful for you--members and friends--who have
been so generous in the past. If you feel led to help friends in need in our community, please designate
your gift as Open Hands Christmas. Thank you.
Dan Beard, Chairman

*Please stand as you are able.
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