December 7, 2025
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Holy Trinity’s Purpose Statement:
Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world.

Prelude: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” arr. by T. Gieschen/A. Krentz Organ

Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Mission Moment: Dawn-Marie Oberly

*Confession and Forgiveness:

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose
salvation is sure.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Long-expected God,

C we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways
of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us
from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound
in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. + You
are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

C Amen.

*Please stand as you are able. 1



*Gathering Hymn "Hark, the Glad Sound!" ELW 239 Public Domain
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - 1or comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ‘ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
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pare a  throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring  with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734—-1820

*Greeting:

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

*The Prayer of the Day

P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

*Please stand as you are able. 2



Advent Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (Verse 1 & 2) ELW 240 One License: A-727907
0 X . —
7 \ e —————— =
© ’ E=E
N

1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
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Our first reading is from Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of
God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LoRD. 3 His delight
shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with right-
eousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall kill the wicked. > Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness
the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the
lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand
on the adder’s den. ® They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth
will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall in-
quire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

L Word of God. Word of life. C Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able. 3



Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
(Read responsively between Lector and Congregation, which is in bold print.)

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
Zthat he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.

4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the op-
pressor.

5>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.

6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the
earth.

7In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the
moon shall be no more.

18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your
glory. Amen. Amen.

Our second reading is from Romans 15:4-13
God'’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out
their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God'’s family.

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by stead-
fastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May the God
of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in ac-
cordance with Christ Jesus, ¢ so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors ? and that the gen-
tiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”;
10 and again he says,

“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
11and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles
shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

L Word of God. Word of life. C Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able. 4



*Gospel Acclamation: Setting 4 ELW
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a power-
ful one who is to come.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew the 3rd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

11n those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet
I[saiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.””

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan were going out to him, ¢ and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, con-
fessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ? and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every
tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11“T baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquench-
able fire.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able. 5



*Hymn of the Day “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249

Public Domain
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2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - 1ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for  Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow'rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 16761749 tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.




*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your prom-
ise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and
minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all
creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation
will mutually thrive. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one an-
other. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches,
and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God
of grace,

receive our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face
of grief, depression, or disease, especially to those we now name either aloud or in the si-
lence of our hearts (pause). Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medi-
cal procedures. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that
divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of
Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

With anticipation we look to the future of the ministry and mission of Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church. Help our church grow and flourish so that future generations will be able
to experience the love that this congregation is known for. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of the
Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

*Sharing the Peace:

P The peace of our Risen Savior be with you always.
C And also with you.

*Please stand as you are able. 7



Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!

Offertory Music: “Intermezzo” arr. by Flor Peeters

Offertory Presentation: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 186
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One License: A-727907
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

*Offering Prayer:

L Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.

C Amen.

*Please stand as you are able. 8



*The Great Thanksgiving:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Please stand as you are able.
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al - mighty and merciful God, throughour Sav - ior Je - sus Christ.
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

*Please stand as you are able. 10
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.)

P La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Sefior Jesus tomo6 pan y dio gracias;
lo partid y lo dio a sus discipulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mia.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*Please stand as you are able. 11
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De igual manera, después de haber cenado, tom¢ la copa,

dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:

Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,

derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdén del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mia.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace
on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of
the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:

P
All

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:

P

*Please stand as you are able.

Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

12



Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 4 of the ELW)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God'’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we
kneel at the altar. Apple juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle, fill in

the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles.

Communion Music: Karen Huff, Holy Trinity Organist

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

All  Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer

L God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth,
eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
C Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
God's work!

Our hands!

God's love!

Our hearts!

God's story!

Our voices!

(ol el

*Benediction:
P “Barocha” - Michael Card
C Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Sending Hymn: “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726
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*Dismissal:
L Go in peace. We are
C Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world.

*Please stand as you are able. 15



Announcements for December 7, 2025

Serving in Worship Today:

Presiding: Pastor Jerry O'Neal

Holy Trinity Organist: Karen Huff
Acolyte: Gail Bader

Ushers: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer
Greeter: Claire Park

Lay Worship Leader, Communion Assistant and Lector: Betsy Ahlersmeyer

Altar Guild: Diane Scholer and Amy Norris

Flowers at the Altar:

The bouquet of flowers at the altar are given by Larry Wood in memory of his father, Milton Wood.
(Ifyou would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the
closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or mon-
ey and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

Prayer Requests:

We invite you to send us any prayer requests that you want included in our weekly emails or the Holy Trinity Prayer Chain.

Send requests to: holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com.

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
John and Brenda Kearns and family

Sherri Elwood and family

Jenna Schwartz, co-worker of Kelli Smith’s

Audrey Snyder, friend of Amy O’Neal’s

Betty Haffner

Lou Ellen Botkin

Robyn Klaus, friend of the O’Neal’s

Dan Haynes

Al Smith, Karen Wenger’s husband

Guy Wood, Larry Wood’s older brother

Jarod and Sydney DelSorbo, Pr. Jerry and Amy O’Neal’s
nephew and his wife

Tim Scholl, John and Rosanna Scholl’s nephew

Bradley Wuthrich, Gwen Carey’s grandson

Chrissy Miller, friend of Kent Barlow

Douglas Watters, Kristen Dashler’s Uncle

Debbie Singer, Sherri Elwood’s sister-in-law

Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother

Just A Reminder:

David and Jensy Engle, Susie Peterson’s parents
Janis Foster, Shirley Foster’s daughter-in-law
Brenda and John Kearns

Tony Brinkman

Shelle Richardson

Matthew Santoni

Roberta Debolt

Chuck Cook

Maria and her family in Ukraine

John Paul Metzcar

Mary Broughton

For those not named

For all who are sick and suffering

Just a reminder that we live stream our service on Facebook and YouTube each week and the congrega-
tion mic is live throughout the service. (Food for Thought: This means your conversations may be heard

online if you are close to the sound system.)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Calendar of Events for the Week of December 7:
Sunday, December 7 - Bible Study/Sunday School (9am) and Worship (10am) and Burris Soccer Ban-

quet-Kelli Smith (4pm)

Monday, December 8 - Bible Study (10am), and Choir Practice (4pm) and Provide Meal for Grace Vil-

lage (5pm)

Tuesday, December 9 - Walking Group meets (9am), Staff Meeting (9:30am), Binding Ties Meet (1pm)
and Blue Christmas Service at High Street UMC (7pm)
Wednesday, December 10 - Council Meeting (6pm), WOW Meeting (6pm) and Magician’s Ring Group-

Jim Nyce (6:30pm)

Friday, December 12 - Better Together (9:30pm)
Saturday, December 13 - Step Aerobics (9:30am)

*Please stand as you are able.

Birthdays and Anniversaries for
December 2025:

Birthdays:

December 7 - Diane Calvin
December 10 - Jan Wright
December 11 - Mike Metzcar
December 12 - Laura Adamson
December 12 - Edna Bonda
December 12 - Ruth Dailey
December 14 - Jeff Bird
December 14 - Carmen Costello
December 18 - Rosemary Young
December 19 - Kelly Bryan
December 19 - Jim Suding
December 19 - Declan Voga
December 23 - Pr. Jerry O’Neal
December 25 - Holly Montano
December 26 - Paul Adamson

Anniversaries:

December 16 - John and Karen Huff
December 17 - John and Brenda Kearns
December 23 - Dan and Carolyn Beard
December 24 - Rick and Kim Futrell

17




Because the holidays aren’t happy for everyone ....

A service of comfort for those-whe are grieving
and struggling to find joy and hope during the season

- High Street United Methodist Church
e High Street UMC 219 S. High Street - Muncie, IN 47305 -
765-747-8500 - www.munciehighstreet.com -
info@munciehighstreet.com

1 ouy ey e

Muncie, Indiana

From Outreach:

Open Hands Christmas:

We invite members to participate with us in this wonderful season of Advent. Food cards will be availa-
ble that you may share with a friend, neighbor, stranger, or even a family member—anyone in need.
There is a sign-up poster in the gathering area, and you will have the card in hand promptly. Thank you
for helping bless others

We appreciate donations we have received so far for the Christmas work, and welcome others toward
the goal ($1,500). Envelopes are located in the gathering area.

Christian Ministries Men’s Sleeping Room:

Thank you for your generosity in responding to their appeal as the cold weather is upon those who
come there for shelter. We filled a large donation bin. Special thanks to Linda Hamilton, who received a
Thrivent grant, shopped, and delivered additional items to CMDC.

Panther Pantry:

We invite you again this year to help us feed 160 Southside Middle School Students (and their families)
over Christmas break. Donations of packets of instant mashed potatoes are very much appreciated. A
bin is located in the gathering space area. Thank you!

*Please stand as you are able. 18



*« THE HOLIDAYS

ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE AND FUN
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 AT 6PM

You and your loved ones and/or friends are invited to join
us on Wednesday, December 17 at 6pm for an Advent
Mid-Week Holden Evening Prayer Service. Following the
service we invite you to our gathering space upstairs

for ornament making and snacks.

Bring your favorite Christmas snack or dessert to share!

We will supply ornament crafts for you to make.
Invite your friends and come share in the fun!

Please RSVP by signing your name on the sign-up
poster outside the sanctuary. This way we know
how many supplies we will need to purchase.

WARM COZY DONATIONS: e

e S

When you think of home during the holidays, /| ™
you think of warm cozy moments. We are asking
you to donate warm cozy items, socks, mittens,
gloves, hats, scarves, coats or blankets.

% f f'/

We will deliver these items to Christian

Ministries and the Muncie Mission. R
lf

*Please stand as you are able.
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A Better Way Christmas:

The countdown to the Christmas holiday has begun. The stores are filled with Christmas cheer. This year
HTLC will once again partner with A Better Way shelter to bring a little extra joy to the residents- both
the adults and the young people. As you start your shopping, please consider picking up a gift card to
give away. Here are some suggestions from ABW:

1. Marathon gift cards (it's the closest gas station to the shelter where they can use it to get gas,
snacks, coffee, etc)
2. CVS/Walgreens gift cards (also close and they can use it to get medications if necessary)

3. Walmart gift cards (affordable and close by)

4. Aldi (affordable and close by)

5. We will also collect $10 gift cards for McDonalds for the kiddos. There is a restaurant close by
and the youth can walk there for a special treat.

A message we received from Eden, "Thank you so much for continually reaching out and wanting to sup-
port our residents to ensure they and their children have a joyous Christmas season. The gift cards you
provide are always a huge hit."

Please put the cards in my mailbox ( or just give them to me) by December 14th.
Let's spread some Christmas joy again this year! Thanks, Kathy

We will not

White

Red

office along with your *payment of $14.00 per plant by Sunday, December 14%. You may

your loved ones and friends, please fill in the form below and bring or mail to the church
take the poinsettias home after the Worship Service on Christmas Eve.

2025 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Please help us decorate the church tor Christmas. If vou would like to order poinsettias for

*Please note that payment needs to be made at the time of placing the order.

$
I have paid for them online using Tithe.ly on Holy Trinity's website $
order the flower(s) if payment is not received. Thank you.

I have enclosed a checl/cash for

In Honor/ Thanksgiving of
For —_plants

In Memaory of
Given by
Select Color:

*Please stand as you are able. 20



