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Welcome to Worship and Announcements 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose  
salvation is sure. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Long-expected God, 

C we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can 
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways 
of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us 
from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our 
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound 
in the hope you have promised. Amen. 

P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. + You 
are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

C Amen. 

Holy Trinity’s Purpose Statement: 
Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world. 

December 14, 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Prelude: Medley: “How Far is it to Bethlehem?” and “Baloo Lammy” arr. by Larry Shackley 
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*Gathering Hymn:  "Now the Heavens Start to Whisper" ACS 901 

*Greeting:  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*The Prayer of the Day: 
P Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 
C Amen. 

One License: A-727907 
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Our first reading is from Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a 
renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 
the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
 
3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For wa-
ters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall 
become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become 
a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel 
on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

Advent Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (Verse 1 - 3) ELW 240 One License: A-727907 
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Psalm 146:5-10 
(Read responsively between Lector and Congregation, which is in bold print.) 
 
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their 
God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises 
forever; 
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord 
sets the captive free. 
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed 
down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates 
the way of the wicked. 
10 The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  
Hallelujah! 
 
Our second reading is from James 5:7-10 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent. 

 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you 
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders 
whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through heal-
ing and restoration. 

 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew the 11th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no of-
fense at me.” 

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon - Pastor Jerry O’Neal 

*Gospel Acclamation: Setting 4 ELW 
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*Hymn of the Day: “Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715 One License: A-727907 
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your prom-
ise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
A brief silence. 
God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. 
Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all may place their 
hope in you. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, sow 
seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and creatures that 
thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn their 
attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion and 
care in all who govern. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray especially to 
those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). In uncertain 
times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. Strength-
en the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and welcom-
ing the immigrant. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
With anticipation we look to the future of the ministry and mission of Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church. Help our church grow and flourish so that future generations will be able 
to experience the love that this congregation is known for. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died in faith. 
May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
P The peace of our Risen Savior be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offertory Anthem: “Stir Up Your Power” arr. by Linda Cable Shute - Holy Trinity Choir 

One License: A-727907 Offertory Presentation: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 186 
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*The Great Thanksgiving:  

*Offering Prayer: 
L Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. 

C Amen. 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
 

(The Words of Institution will be said in Spanish, then English.) 
 
P La noche en que fue entregado, 
 nuestro Sen or Jesu s tomo  pan y dio gracias; 
 lo partio  y lo dio a sus discí pulos, diciendo: 
 Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
 you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P De igual manera, despue s de haber cenado, tomo  la copa, 
 dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo: 
 Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
 derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdo n del pecado. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 
 and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 
 hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
 take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace 
 on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 
 the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion: 
P Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  13 

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 4 of the ELW) 

Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. Communion is continuous as we 
kneel at the altar. Apple juice is offered as an alternative to wine. Communicants come to the altar down the center aisle, f ill in 
the communion rail from left to right and return by the side aisles. 
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One License: A-727907 Communion Hymn: “O God beyond All Praising” ELW 880 
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*Post Communion Blessing: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
L God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth,  
eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
C Amen 

*Sending Call and Response: 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
 
*Benediction: 
P “Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: “All Earth Is Hopeful” ELW 266 One License: A-727907 

*Dismissal: 
L Go in peace. We are 
C Gathering in faith and joyfully sharing Christ’s love for the world. 
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Announcements for December 14, 2025 
 

Serving in Worship Today: 
Presiding: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
Holy Trinity Organist: Karen Huff 
Acolyte: Essilee Smith 
Ushers: Roger Hollands and Dick Elias 
Greeter: Sue Elias 
Lay Worship Leader, Communion Assistant and Lector: Diane Calvin 
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer and Amy Norris 
 
Flowers at the Altar: 
The bouquet of flowers at the altar are given by Becki Bergs in celebration of her mother, Edna Bonda’s 
birthday. 
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the 
closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or mon-
ey and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 

 
Prayer Requests: 
We invite you to send us any prayer requests that you want included in our weekly emails or the Holy Trinity Prayer Chain. 
Send requests to: holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com.  

 
Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
John and Brenda Kearns and family 

Sherri Elwood and family 

Jenna Schwartz, co-worker of Kelli Smith’s 

Audrey Snyder, friend of Amy O’Neal’s 

Betty Haffner 

Lou Ellen Botkin 

Robyn Klaus, friend of the O’Neal’s 

Dan Haynes 

Al Smith, Karen Wenger’s husband 

Guy Wood, Larry Wood’s older brother 

Jarod and Sydney DelSorbo, Pr. Jerry and Amy O’Neal’s  

 nephew and his wife 

Tim Scholl, John and Rosanna Scholl’s nephew 

Bradley Wuthrich, Gwen Carey’s grandson 

Chrissy Miller, friend of Kent Barlow 

Douglas Watters, Kristen Dashler’s Uncle 

Debbie Singer, Sherri Elwood’s sister-in-law 

Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 

David and Jensy Engle, Susie Peterson’s parents 

Janis Foster, Shirley Foster’s daughter-in-law 

Brenda and John Kearns 

Tony Brinkman 

Shelle Richardson 

Matthew Santoni 

Roberta Debolt 

Chuck Cook 

Maria and her family in Ukraine 

John Paul Metzcar  

Mary Broughton 

For those not named 

For all who are sick and suffering 

Just A Reminder: 
Just a reminder that we live stream our service on Facebook and YouTube each week and the congrega-
tion mic is live throughout the service. (Food for Thought: This means your conversations may be heard 
online if you are close to the sound system.) 

mailto:holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events for the Week of December 14: 
Sunday, December 14 – Bible Study/Sunday School (9am) and Worship (10am)  
Monday, December 15 - Poinsettia Orders Due, Choir Practice (4pm) 
Tuesday, December 16 - Walking Group meets (9am) 
Wednesday, December 17 - YMCA Bible Study (11:15am) and Advent Home for the Holidays (6pm) 
Thursday, December 18 - Girl Scouts Meeting-Kelli Smith (6:30pm) 
Friday, December 19 - Better Together (9:30pm) 
Saturday, December 20 - WOW Meeting (9am) and Step Aerobics (9:30am) and E-Connect Team 
Christmas Party (4pm) 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for  

December 2025: 

  

Birthdays: 

December 7 - Diane Calvin 

December 10 - Jan Wright 

December 11 - Mike Metzcar 

December 12 - Laura Adamson 

December 12 - Edna Bonda 

December 12 - Ruth Dailey 

December 14 - Jeff Bird 

December 14 - Carmen Costello 

December 18 - Rosemary Young 

December 19 - Kelly Bryan 

December 19 - Jim Suding 

December 19 - Declan Voga 

December 23 - Pr. Jerry O’Neal 

December 25 - Holly Montano 

December 26 - Paul Adamson 

 

Anniversaries: 

December 16 - John and Karen Huff 

December 17 - John and Brenda Kearns 

December 23 - Dan and Carolyn Beard 

December 24 - Rick and Kim Futrell 

From Outreach:  
 
Open Hands Christmas: 
We invite members to participate with us in this won-
derful season of Advent. Food cards will be available 
that you may share with a friend, neighbor, stranger, or 
even a family member—anyone in need. There is a sign-
up poster in the gathering area, and you will have the 
card in hand promptly. Thank you for helping bless oth-
ers 
We appreciate donations we have received so far for the 
Christmas work, and welcome others toward the goal 
($1,500). Envelopes are located in the gathering area. 
 
 
Panther Pantry: 
We invite you again this year to help us feed 160 
Southside Middle School Students (and their families) 
over Christmas break. Donations of packets of instant 
mashed potatoes are very much appreciated. A bin is 
located in the gathering space area. Thank you! 
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Please Join Us For Holy Trinity’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service! 
 
Invite your family and friends to join us on Christmas Eve for our Candlelight 
Service beginning at 8pm.  

Holy Trinity’s Choir will begin at 7:45pm with a Choir  

Prelude.  
 

All are welcomed! 
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A Better Way Christmas: 
 
The countdown to the Christmas holiday has begun. The stores are filled with Christmas cheer. This year 
HTLC will once again partner with A Better Way shelter to bring a little extra joy to the residents- both 
the adults and the young people. As you start your shopping, please consider picking up a gift card to 
give away. Here are some suggestions from ABW: 
 
1. Marathon gift cards (it's the closest gas station to the shelter where they can use it to get gas, 
snacks, coffee, etc) 
2. CVS/Walgreens gift cards (also close and they can use it to get medications if necessary) 
3. Walmart gift cards (affordable and close by) 
4. Aldi (affordable and close by) 
5. We will also collect $10 gift cards for McDonalds for the kiddos. There is a restaurant close by 
and the youth can walk there for a special treat. 
 
A message we received from Eden, "Thank you so much for continually reaching out and wanting to sup-
port our residents to ensure they and their children have a joyous Christmas season. The gift cards you 
provide are always a huge hit."  
 
Please put the cards in my mailbox ( or just give them to me) by December 14th. 
Let's spread some Christmas joy again this year!  Thanks, Kathy 


