HOLY TRINITY chumes™

Muncie, Indiana

December 31,2023
First Sunday of Christmas
Lessons and Carols

Prelude: “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. by Mark Hayes
Welcome to Worship and Announcements

*Gathering Carol “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW 289
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,

2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
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3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o-ing their joy - ous strains.

What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’n -1ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol
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*Greeting:

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all!
C And also with you.

*Christmas Call and Response:

L The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
L Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.

C We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
L To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

C In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.

*Prayer of the Day:

Land All Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who be-
came flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

Lessons and Carols
L - Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 - God promises a king.

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have in-
creased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when di-
viding plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. S5For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

¢For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteous-
ness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

*Please stand as you are able. 2



Carol: “What Child Is This” ELW 296
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

o

n H ]

A ] : ! .

F 4 N d N h, | \

Yy 11 / / )] 1 N

ANIV - [ . Y

J o - #i -
This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

LWL - Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a - The king will come from Bethlehem.

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from an-
cient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.

4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; >and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as
rulers.
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*Carol of the Day: "O Little Town of Bethlehem" ELW 279
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we sce thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won - drous gift giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born In us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, m  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters 1n.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1608
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L - Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38 - The annunciation to Mary.

26]n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. 286And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord
is with you." 2°But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be.

30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end." 3*Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since [ am
a virgin?" 3°The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God.

38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.

Carol: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” ELW 265 (verse 1)
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Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924

Music: GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, Basque carol

*Please stand as you are able.




LWL - Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 - The birth of Jesus.

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was de-
scended from the house and family of David. >He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. °While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

Carol: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW 288
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - ian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
n ] | ]
I \\ k) iI \‘ \) dI
(20— — . -
)
give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ve need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 18 In the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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L - Lesson: Luke 2:8-16 - The shepherds go to see the Savior.

8[n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child

lying in the manger.

Carol: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW 270
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth - le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
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LWL - Lesson: Matthew 2:1-11 - The magi follow the star.

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to
be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6'’And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.™

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that [ may also go and pay
him homage." “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. 1'When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
110n entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

*Please stand as you are able. 8



Carol: “The First Noel” ELW 300
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tin-ued both  day and night.
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Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional

*Please stand as you are able.



*L - Gospel Reading - Luke 2:15-21:

L The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another;
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Je-
sus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

*Carol of the Day: “Away in a Manger” ELW 277 Public Domain
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1 A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the Lt - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing;the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay «close by me for -
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars 1n the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. 1 love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, 1 pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

*Please stand as you are able. 10



*Apostles’ Creed:

LWL and All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Responsive Prayer:

LWL Glory to God in the highest,

C and peace to God’s people on earth.

LWL Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.

C Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

LWL Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.

C Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

LWL Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.

C Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all
the world.

*Sharing the Christmas Peace:

LWL The angels tell the shepherds and to all of us "Glory to God in the highest heaven
and on earth peace on whom his favor rests." The peace of our newborn Savior be with
you all.

C And also with you.

Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!

«w)y

Offering Music: “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” arr. by Carl Schalk

*Please stand as you are able. 11



*Offering Carol: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW 283 Public Domain
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e¢ - ter - nmnal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the ... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 18021880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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*Offering Prayer:

L Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.

C Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:

L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All  Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Sending Call and Response:

L God's work!

C Our hands!

L God's love!

C Our hearts!

L God's story!

C Our voices!

*Benediction:

L The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mer-

cy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW 290 Public Domain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;

Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a  ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

*Dismissal:

LWL Go in peace. Proclaim the good news!
C Thanks be to God.
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Announcements for December 31, 2023

This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Karen Wenger

Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
David and Jensy Engle, Susie Peterson’s parents
Liz Collins, Rosemary Martin’s niece

Helen Merz, Rosemary Martin’s sister

Janis Foster, Shirley Foster’s daughter-in-law
Jenni Sanderfer’s aunt, Sandy Morrison
Matthew Santoni

David Calvin

Roberta Debolt

Chuck Cook

Stephanie and Rich Thompson

Maria and her family in Ukraine

Dan Haynes

John Paul Metzcar

Mary Broughton

For all who are sick and suffering

Serving in Worship Today:

Acolyte:

Usher: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer

Greeter: Nancy Carlson

Lay Worship Leaders and Lectors: Diane Scholer and Nancy Carlson
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer and Amy Norris

Birthdays and Anniversaries for December 31, 2023 - January 6, 2024:
Birthdays:

January 1 - Nancy Brown

January 2 - Toni Rowray

January 6 - Susan Bird

Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.

Calendar of Events for the Week of December 31:

Sunday, December 31 - Worship (10am)

Monday, January 1 - Church Office Closed

Tuesday, January 2 - Walking Group meets (9am), Binding Ties Group Meets (10am), and Afghan Sew-
ing Circle (10am)

Wednesday, January 3 - Better Together Wellness - Kristen Cook (6pm)

Thursday, January 4 - Staff Meeting (9:30am)

Friday, January 5 - Better Together Wellness - Kristen Cook (8:30am & 10am)

Saturday, January 6 - Stephen Ministry Training (9am) and Step Aerobics (9:30am)
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