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December 31, 2023 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Lessons and Carols 
 
Prelude: “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. by Mark Hayes 
 
Welcome to Worship and Announcements 
 
*Gathering Carol   “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW 289 

Public Domain 
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*Greeting:  

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all! 
C And also with you. 
 
*Christmas Call and Response: 

L The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
L Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
C We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
L To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 

L and All Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who be-

came flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen  

 
Lessons and Carols  
 
L - Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 - God promises a king.  
 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness — on them light has shined.  3You have multiplied the nation, you have in-
creased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when di-
viding plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteous-
ness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Carol: “What Child Is This” ELW 296 Public Domain 

LWL - Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a - The king will come from Bethlehem. 
 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from an-
cient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.  If the Assyrians come into our land 
and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as 
rulers. 
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*Carol of the Day:  "O Little Town of Bethlehem" ELW 279 Public Domain 
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L - Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38 - The annunciation to Mary. 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord 
is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.  
38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word." Then the angel departed from her.  
 
Carol: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” ELW 265 (verse 1) Public Domain 
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LWL - Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 - The birth of Jesus. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was de-
scended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 
Carol: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW 288 

Public Domain 
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L - Lesson: Luke 2:8-16 - The shepherds go to see the Savior. 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.  
 
Carol: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW 270 

Public Domain 
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LWL - Lesson: Matthew 2:1-11 - The magi follow the star. 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  
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Carol: “The First Noel” ELW 300 Public Domain 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  10 

*L - Gospel Reading - Luke 2:15-21: 
 
L The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Je-
sus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Public Domain *Carol of the Day: “Away in a Manger” ELW 277 
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*Apostles’ Creed:  

LWL and All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*Responsive Prayer: 

LWL Glory to God in the highest, 
C and peace to God’s people on earth. 
LWL Blessed are you, Prince of peace.  You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
LWL Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You share our humanity. 
C Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
LWL Blessed are you, Son of God.  You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all 
the world. 
 
*Sharing the Christmas Peace:  

LWL The angels tell the shepherds and to all of us "Glory to God in the highest heaven 
and on earth peace on whom his favor rests." The peace of our newborn Savior be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google  Play or Apple Store, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Music: “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” arr. by Carl Schalk 
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*Offering Carol: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW 283 Public Domain 
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*Offering Prayer: 

L Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the 
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer: 

L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 

All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the King-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
*Sending Call and Response: 

L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
 
*Benediction: 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mer-

cy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW 290 Public Domain 

*Dismissal: 

LWL Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news!  
C Thanks be to God.  



 

*Please stand as you are able.  15 

Announcements for December 31, 2023 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Karen Wenger 
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 
David and Jensy Engle, Susie Peterson’s parents 
Liz Collins, Rosemary Martin’s niece 
Helen Merz, Rosemary Martin’s sister 
Janis Foster, Shirley Foster’s daughter-in-law 
Jenni Sanderfer’s aunt, Sandy Morrison 
Matthew Santoni 
David Calvin 
Roberta Debolt 
Chuck Cook 
Stephanie and Rich Thompson 
Maria and her family in Ukraine 
Dan Haynes 
John Paul Metzcar  
Mary Broughton 
For all who are sick and suffering 
 
Serving in Worship Today: 
Acolyte:  
Usher: John Huff and Larry Ahlersmeyer 
Greeter: Nancy Carlson 
Lay Worship Leaders and Lectors: Diane Scholer and Nancy Carlson 
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer and Amy Norris 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for December 31, 2023 - January 6, 2024: 
Birthdays: 
January 1 - Nancy Brown 
January 2 - Toni Rowray 
January 6 - Susan Bird 
 
Anniversaries: 
No anniversaries on record. 
 
Calendar of Events for the Week of December 31: 
Sunday, December 31 - Worship (10am) 
Monday, January 1 - Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, January 2 - Walking Group meets (9am), Binding Ties Group Meets (10am), and Afghan Sew-
ing Circle (10am) 
Wednesday, January 3 - Better Together Wellness - Kristen Cook (6pm) 
Thursday, January 4 - Staff Meeting (9:30am) 
Friday, January 5 - Better Together Wellness - Kristen Cook (8:30am & 10am) 
Saturday, January 6 – Stephen Ministry Training (9am) and Step Aerobics (9:30am) 


