Sunday, January 24, 2021
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Prelude
*Confession and Forgiveness:
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured
out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Congregation: Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P

Holy God,

C
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward,
failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the
earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all
we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, our sins are washed
away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” ELW 817
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by
your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Kidsword: Pastor Jerry O’Neal
Our first reading is from Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in
forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the
question “On whom should God have mercy?”

1The

word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go
into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.
10When

God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is
ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
16As

Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”
18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son
of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Sermon: – Pastor Jerry O’Neal
*Hymn of the Day: “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW 798
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)
L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “let us pray,” and your response is,
“Have mercy, O God.”
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for
musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of
creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire all people in the
just use of wealth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, that in the midst
of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, especially to those we now name either aloud or in
the silence of our hearts (pause), let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, that God’s steadfast love serve as a
model for all relationships, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, that God call us all to share his word and love with each other and the
world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

*Please stand as you are able.
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In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that they
point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Music: “It Is Well with My Soul”
*Offering Prayer:
L
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open
wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with
this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
C

Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
All
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Sending Call and Response:
L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:
P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “We are Marching in the Light” ELW 866
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*Dismissal:
P

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for January 24, 2021
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of January 24-30, 2021:
Birthdays:
January 25 – Elaine Henrickson
January 25 – John Kearns
January 26 – Nancy Thompson
January 27 – Barbara Mattucci
Anniversaries:
January 28 – Stan and Anne Wenger

This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Dawn-Marie Oberly, her mother, Mildred and sister, Karen on the death of her father, Ted Peterson.
Denise Amschler
Those who are infected with the COVID-19 Coronavirus and the frontline workers who are caring for them.
2021 Offering Envelopes:
Your 2021 Offering Envelopes may be picked up at the church in the vestibule by the front doors. Since the vestibule is unlocked you may pick up your envelopes at your convenience. If you would like offering envelopes and
you can’t find a set with your name on them, please contact Jenni in the office at 765-282-0619.
Volunteers Needed:
We need volunteers to work in the Christian Ministries Food Pantry on Wednesday, January 27; Thursday, January 28 (filled); and Friday, January 29 from 9:00am to 12 Noon. We need 2 people per day. If you can help with
this, please contact the church office.
Annual Meeting is Today, Virtually on Zoom at 11:00am
We will hear about how God’s mission through Holy Trinity continues to touch lives in our community,
even through a pandemic. God works in and through all of life’s ups and downs. We will take three votes in this
meeting. The first will be to approve a request from me to seek a grant for a sabbatical. The second will be to approve new officers, council members, and an HTLC Foundation Board member. And the third will be to approve
the annual budget. We will use Zoom’s “polling” feature to take the votes anonymously. (Those one the conference
call will do it audibly; Jenni will record your votes directly. Unfortunately, there is no way for us to receive your
votes anonymously in a timely manner.)
Below is the link for the Zoom Annual Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09
Here is a QR code that will allow you to use a QR code reader on your mobile device to access the Zoom meeting:

*Please stand as you are able.
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