Sunday, April 11, 2021
Second Sunday of Easter
Regathering and New Member Celebration
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Prelude
*Rite of Regathering
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

L

A reading from Isaiah chapter 54, verse 10.
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart
from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on
you.

P

We lament before you, O God, Comforter in our distress,
the losses that we at Holy Trinity have suffered.
We have missed our weekly assembled worship,
our sharing of bread and cup,
our communal song,
our greetings of peace;
the full observances of Holy Week,
the Three Days, Easter, Pentecost, and Trinity;
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals;
gatherings for education;
coffee hours;
the mutual consolation of the faithful enacted each Sunday;
we mourn Bob Rissmiller, friends, and family who have died of COVID-19
and others who have died this past year: Frank Martin, Paul and Bernice Nesper, Carol Pinckney
and Betty Miller.

C
L

O God, we lament our losses, for they are many.
Restore us, gracious God.
Restore us, gracious God.
We lament before you, O God, Sustainer of the universe,
the tragedies that our world has experienced.
We lament the millions sickened;
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the countless dead;
thousands unemployed;
medical systems depleted;
economic security threatened;
government assistance inadequate;
political discord escalated;
despondency rampant;
racism intensified;
communal engagements canceled.

C

L

C
P

C

O God, we lament the world’s tragedies, for they are incalculable.
Heal us, compassionate God.
Heal us, compassionate God.

Yet today, O God of the everlasting arms,
we also rejoice at this re-gathering of our congregation:
we praise you for Sunday worship in word and sacrament;
for the personal presence of Pastor Jerry, our musicians and ministers;
for infants, children, youth, adults, and the aged together;
for communal song and live music;
for our new members whom we welcome today, Larry and Betsy Ahlersmeyer and Kathy
McCauliff;
for coffee hours;
for Bible study;
for service with one another for the wider community;
for the mutual consolation of the faithful enacted on Sundays and weekdays.
O God, we rejoice at this re-gathering for baptismal life together.
Empower our congregation, faithful God.
Empower our congregation, faithful God.
And we pray, O God of safe harbor, for the emergence of a wholesome world:
with health restored;
mourners consoled;
vaccines available;
hospitals restocked;
employment reinstated;
poverty averted;
sustenance shared;
science respected;
travel resumed;
fear replaced with confidence;
sorrow turned to joy.
O God, we pray for the emergence of a wholesome world,
Filled with the joy of resurrection life and the gift of shalom.
Renew the whole world, merciful God.
Renew the whole world, merciful God.

Adapted from the ELCA "Worship Resource for Re-gathering," Copyright © 2021 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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*Gathering Hymn "All Are Welcome" ELW 641

One License: A-727907
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*The Prayer of the Day
All
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal
Our first reading is from Acts 4:32-35
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they owned or
sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.

32Now

the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation, which is in bold print.)
1How

good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

Our second reading is from 1 John 1:1--2:2
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses
us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.

1We

declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes,
what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father
and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
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5This

is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is
no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie
and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1My

little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation (setting 3)

*Gospel: John 20:19-31

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust
themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

P
C

The holy gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

19When

it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
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24But

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30Now

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life in his name.
31But

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Pastor Jerry O’Neal
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*Hymn of the Day “Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen”/”¡Aleluya! Cristo resucito” ELW 361

One License: A-727907
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*Welcome New Members!
P
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Kathy McCaulif, Larry and Betsy Ahlersmeyer, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this congregation.
P
P&C

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

P
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We
are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Sisters and brother in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?
New Member Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ?
Congregation Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P
Let us welcome these sisters and brother in Christ to this community of faith.
Congregation Response: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)
L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great..”
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it
testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of
your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and
breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit,
that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace and healing to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid, especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts
(pause).. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community at Holy Trinity. Shine the light of the
risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
You shower us with joy as we welcome Kathy, Larry and Betsy into our fold. Walk with us as we come
together after a time apart from each other. Help us to safely enjoy the celebration of being in-person
once again. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those
who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Anthem: “Kyrie” arr. by John Leavitt
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531

CCLI Copyright License 11519369
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*Offering Prayer:
L
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P

It is our duty and our joy to give you thanks and praise...
...singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung twice through, second time as a round.)

One License: A-727907
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P

Forgiving God...

...Great is the mystery of faith.
C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

Lord and God...

C

...ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
All
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Communion Hymn

“Lamb of God” (setting 3)
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Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We
extend to you all that we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with
us who haven’t been baptized and desire God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are
invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup
from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “We Walk By Faith” ELW 635

One License: A-727907
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*Post Communion Blessing

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer
L
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C

Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:
P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.
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*Sending Hymn: “Thine Is the Glory” ELW 376

Public Domain

*Dismissal:
L

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

L

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

C

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Announcements for April 11, 2021

Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of April 11 - 17:
Birthdays:
April 13 – Weston Clay
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Dale Cameron
Jim Hughett, Diane Scholer’s Cousin
Glenna, Sister of Mary Broughton
Mary Broughton
Sue Donnellan
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Rachel Wagner, Nancy Wagner’s daughter
Denise Amschler
Those who are infected with the COVID-19 Coronavirus and the frontline workers who are caring for
them.
Let’s Celebrate our New Members!:
IF the weather will cooperate we will be gathering outside a reception for our new members, Kathy
McCauliff, Larry and Betsy Ahlersmeyer. If the weather is bad, then we will gather in Fellowship Hall.
Please be mindful of social distancing and wear your masks.
Walking Group:
The HTLC walking group will continue to walk at the Muncie Mall at 10 AM on Tuesday mornings. The
entrance is just past the Books A Million entrance.
Coat racks, restrooms, signs regarding distancing, hand sanitizer is available. Masks must be worn. Come
join us. Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse

At last! Time to quilt in person - May 1st - Save the date:
Quilters and newbies - It’s about time we got together to pin and tie our mission quilts. We are a tad behind schedule due to Covid restrictions. Put Saturday, May 1st on your calendar from 9 am to Noon. Several people have made quilt tops at home, so we will assemble them at the church. The work is easy and
the fellowship is DELIGHTFUL. Save the date.
Art and Lee Baker Scholarships:
Applications are now available in the Church Office for $500 awards to 2021 high school graduates with
ties to the church. They are reviewed by Outreach and funded by the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Foundation. The deadline for submissions will be April 30.
The couple for whom the scholarships are named, Arthur A. Baker (1924-2006) and Leonora F. Baker
(1920-1996), were long-time residents of Muncie and members of Holy Trinity.
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