Sunday, April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Prelude
*Thanksgiving for Baptism:
P

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “With High Delight Let Us Unite” ELW 368
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Kidsword: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

Our first reading is from Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In
today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.
5The

next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed,
10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.
11This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by
which we must be saved.”
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1The

Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

2The

Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

3You

restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

4Though

I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You

prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my
cup is running over.
6Surely

goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Our second reading is from 1 John 3:16-24

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with others, not just through
our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.

16We

know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives
for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help?
18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us;
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,
we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 3)

*Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to
die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.
16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my

*Please stand as you are able.
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voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay
down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my
Father.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Jaren Summers, Trinity Lutheran Seminary Student
Hymn of the Day: “Shepherd Me, O God” ELW 780

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great..”
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your expansive love. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to
wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders and
rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up the
lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that
we lay down our lives for those in need, especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence
of our hearts (pause). Help us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and give us vigor
as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Restoring Shepherd, you restore our souls and guide us along the right pathways through the valley of
the shadow of death. We fear no evil, for your goodness and mercy follow us throughout our daily lives.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection hope, we
remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sharing the Peace:

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Anthem “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” arr. by Robert A. Hobby

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving:
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

Shepherding God...
...sing your unending praise.

*Please stand as you are able.

10

“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung twice through, second time as a round.)
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*Please stand as you are able.
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P

Sustaining God...

...Great is the mystery of faith.
C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

Saving God...

C

...in seated glory, most Holy Trinity, now and always.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P
All

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 3)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to
you all that we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been
baptized and desire God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We
invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your
seat. After all have been served, we will consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative
to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ELW 484
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
*Sending Call and Response:

L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:
P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” ELW 538
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*Dismissal:
L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for April 25, 2021

Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of April 25-May 1:
Birthdays:
April 27 – Kim Futrell
April 28 – Peter Mattucci
Anniversaries:
April 27 – Neal Lambert and Denise Amschler
April 27 – Jim and Marla Suding
April 30 – James and Carolyn Hutson
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Dale Cameron
Jim Hughett, Diane Scholer’s Cousin
Glenna, Sister of Mary Broughton
Mary Broughton
Sue Donnellan
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Denise Amschler
Those who are infected with the COVID-19 Coronavirus and the frontline workers who are caring for
them.
Walking Group:
We are now walking outside. Meet in the church parking lot at 9 am on Tuesday mornings. After a brief
devotional and prayer we will walk on the White River Greenway for an hour. If you need new tracking
cards they are located in the entryway in the small wooden basket. Come & join us! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse
At last! Time to quilt in person - May 1st - Save the date:
Quilters and newbies - It’s about time we got together to pin and tie our mission quilts. We are a tad behind schedule due to Covid restrictions. Put Saturday, May 1st on your calendar from 9 am to Noon. Several people have made quilt tops at home, so we will assemble them at the church. The work is easy and
the fellowship is DELIGHTFUL. Save the date.
Art and Lee Baker Scholarships:
Applications are now available in the Church Office for $500 awards to 2021 high school graduates with
ties to the church. They are reviewed by Outreach and funded by the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Foundation. The deadline for submissions is Friday, April 30.
The couple for whom the scholarships are named, Arthur A. Baker (1924-2006) and Leonora F. Baker
(1920-1996), were long-time residents of Muncie and members of Holy Trinity.

*Please stand as you are able.
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VISIONING HOLY TRINITY POST-PANDEMIC: a note from your council president

Didn’t it feel great to be back in-person on April 11th? Although we aren’t out-of-the-woods yet with this
Covid pandemic, we can see the gradual move toward herd immunity with the vaccinations available. I
thank both God and the scientists who developed the drugs so quickly.
Because of the total shock to our society as we knew it, we need to envision the future to determine our
NEW NORMAL. What is God calling us to do as a congregation? I’ll bet you have ideas of what we could
become. Expect an announcement shortly about an all-congregation visioning workshop. We want to take
our current VISION PLAN and adapt it to our post-Covid society. The world is hurting in many ways. Just
look at the news. Our community needs our church to do Christ’s work for a peaceful and just society.
How does our Vision Statement manifest itself? Well, I bet you have ideas to brainstorm. Mark your calendar now for Sunday, June 6 immediately after the service. A lunch will be served. Save the date.

In Christian love,
Nancy Carlson, Council President

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship Leader and Communion Assistant: Ann Santoni
Acolyte: Logan Norris
Ushers: John Huff and Jim Suding
Greeter: Marla Suding
Altar Guild: Rosanna Scholl

*Please stand as you are able.
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