Sunday, May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Prelude
*Thanksgiving for Baptism:
P

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright” ELW 384

Public Domain

*Greeting:
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life
in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Kidsword: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able.
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Our first reading is from Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to
worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

26An

angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:25-31 : (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
25From

you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of those who
fear the Lord.
26The

poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts
live forever!
27All

the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; all the families of nations shall bow
before God.
28For

dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations.

29Indeed,

all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, though
they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.
30Their
31They

descendants shall serve the Lord, whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”

*Please stand as you are able.
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Our second reading is from 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love.

7Beloved,

let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among
us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those
who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love
that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in
this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 3)

*Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his
word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the

*Please stand as you are able.
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branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart
from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal
Hymn of the Day: “O Blessed Spring” ELW 447

One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:

P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great..”
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by your word
and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we seek vital
connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who are poor,
lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all, especially to those we now name either
aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

As we heard in today’s Gospel reading, you are the vine and we are the branches. Like your disciples,
help us to glorify you in all that we do and help us to share your word with the world around us. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our hearts live forever in
your keeping. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sharing the Peace:

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Music “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” arr. by Douglas E. Wagner

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531

CCLI Copyright License 11519369

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving:
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

Abiding God...
...sing the hymn of your unending praise.

*Please stand as you are able.
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung twice through, second time as a round.)

One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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P

Transforming God...

...Great is the mystery of faith.
C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

Companionable God...

C

...Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P
All

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 3)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to
you all that we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been
baptized and desire God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We
invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your
seat. After all have been served, we will consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative
to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “I Received the Living God” ELW 477

One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
*Sending Call and Response:

L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:
P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “Shout To The Lord” ELW 821 (Sung through twice)

CCLI Copyright License 11519369

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Dismissal:

L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Announcements for May 2, 2021
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of May 2-May 8:
Birthdays:
May 2 – Kris Bishop
May 2 – Anne Wuthrich
May 4 – Paula Gregory
May 5 – Gwen Carey
May 8 – Tim Williams
Anniversaries:
May 4 – Blake and Elizabeth Wuthrich

This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Dale Cameron
Glenna, Sister of Mary Broughton
Mary Broughton
Sue Donnellan
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Denise Amschler
Walking Group:
We are now walking outside. Meet in the church parking lot at 9 am on Tuesday mornings. After a brief
devotional and prayer we will walk on the White River Greenway for an hour. If you need new tracking
cards they are located in the entryway in the small wooden basket. Come & join us! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse
Can You Read Aloud In A Foreign Language? We Need You:
For something we are planning for Pentecost Sunday, May 23, we are looking for people who can read
aloud a Bible passage in any foreign language. For example, we would give you a Bible passage in French
and you would read it on cue in front of the church. Would you please identify yourself and your language by calling the church office? Thanks.

*Please stand as you are able.
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VISIONING HOLY TRINITY POST-PANDEMIC: a note from your council president

Didn’t it feel great to be back in-person on April 11th? Although we aren’t out-of-the-woods yet with this
Covid pandemic, we can see the gradual move toward herd immunity with the vaccinations available. I
thank both God and the scientists who developed the drugs so quickly.
Because of the total shock to our society as we knew it, we need to envision the future to determine our
NEW NORMAL. What is God calling us to do as a congregation? I’ll bet you have ideas of what we could
become. Expect an announcement shortly about an all-congregation visioning workshop. We want to take
our current VISION PLAN and adapt it to our post-Covid society. The world is hurting in many ways. Just
look at the news. Our community needs our church to do Christ’s work for a peaceful and just society.
How does our Vision Statement manifest itself? Well, I bet you have ideas to brainstorm. Mark your calendar now for Sunday, June 6 immediately after the service. A lunch will be served. Save the date.

In Christian love,
Nancy Carlson, Council President

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship Leader and Communion Assistant: Becke Bly
Acolyte: Adrian Collins
Ushers: Dick Elias and Tom Collins
Greeter: Sue Elias
Altar Guild: Jan Segedy
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