Sunday, May 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Prelude
*Thanksgiving for Baptism:
P

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836

Public Domain

*Greeting:
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Kidsword: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able.
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Our first reading is from Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing
that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ.

44While

Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as
we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1Sing

a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm have
won the victory.
2O

Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in the sight
of the nations.
3You

remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth
have seen the victory of our God.
4Shout
5Sing

to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.

6With
7Let

with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein.

8Let

the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to
judge the earth.
9The

Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.

Our second reading is from 1 John 5:1-6
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not
through military might but through love and faith.
1Everyone

who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent
loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers
the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?
6This

is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 3)

*Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most
important of all his commands, that they love one another.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I
do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.
16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so
that you may love one another.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able.
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Hymn of the Day: “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” ELW 742

Public Domain

*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great..”
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all Christian
churches. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love
so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join
with them in praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your word in the
hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in
peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick or suffering, especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Provide for
those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our
own communities. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering people in
our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they
cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Giving God, you chose us and appointed us to go out and bear fruit and to love one another as you have
loved us. Help us to have a loving heart for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with thanksgiving
those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sharing the Peace:

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Anthem “For the Beauty of the Earth” arr. by John Rutter

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531

CCLI Copyright License 11519369

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving:
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

Wondrous and merciful God...
...sing the hymn of your unending praise.

*Please stand as you are able.
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung twice through, second time as a round.)

One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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P

God of joys and surprises...

...Great is the mystery of faith.
C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

Overwhelming God...

C

...Father, Son and Holy Spirit now and for ever.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P
All

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 3)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to
you all that we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been
baptized and desire God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We
invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your
seat. After all have been served, we will consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative
to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “Jesus Loves Me!” ELW 595

Public Domain

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
*Sending Call and Response:

L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:
P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ELW 631

Public Domain

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Dismissal:

L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Announcements for May 9, 2021
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of May 9-May 15:
Birthdays:
May 9 – Karen Berrier
May 9 – Carolyn Hutson
May 10 – Philip Clay
May 12 – Gracen O’Neal
May 13 – Wendy Koslicki
May 15 – Sue Elias
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Dale Cameron
Margie Creason, Jenni Sanderfer’s aunt
Glenna, Sister of Mary Broughton
Mary Broughton
Sue Donnellan
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Denise Amschler
Walking Group:
We are now walking outside. Meet in the church parking lot at 9 am on Tuesday mornings. After a brief
devotional and prayer we will walk on the White River Greenway for an hour. If you need new tracking
cards they are located in the entryway in the small wooden basket. Come & join us! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse
Can You Read Aloud In A Foreign Language? We Need You:
For something we are planning for Pentecost Sunday, May 23, we are looking for people who can read
aloud a Bible passage in any foreign language. We have German and Italian, does someone know
how to speak in French or Spanish, or any other language? Would you please identify yourself and
your language by calling the church office? We will send you the short Bible reading in advance. Thanks.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Note from Council President:

I go to church.

VS

I am the church.

There’s a difference between saying “I go to church” and “I am the church.”
Just going to church means all the services are provided to you. You are the one being served. The usher
hands you a bulletin that someone else typed. You take Communion that someone has prepared for you.
You listen to a sermon that someone else wrote, prayed upon, and delivered to you. Then, at the end, you
feel better (like a spa appointment), and you are refreshed. You might look at church as the dispenser of
religious goods and services - a church for consumers of those services.
If you say, “I am the church,” however, you are part of the body of Christ, doing the work of Christ. You
have already been claimed by God in your baptism. So, you gather with a Christian community to serve in
an area that meets your strengths and gifts. Then you are sent out into the larger community to live out
your baptism in daily life. Instead of a consumer church, you are the church with a mission - Christ’s mission.
What is in your imagination for our church’s mission? What can Holy Trinity be post-Covid? Bring your
ideas to a Re-VISIONING SESSION Sunday, June 6th, right after the service. Lunch will be provided.
Nancy Carlson, Council President

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship Leader and Communion Assistant: Diane Scholer
Acolyte: Declan Collins
Ushers: Roger Hollands
Greeter:
Altar Guild: Jan Segedy

*Please stand as you are able.
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