Sunday, May 16, 2021
Ascension of Our Lord

Welcome to Worship and Announcements
Prelude
*Thanksgiving for Baptism:
P

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW 843
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*Greeting:
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes
for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your
glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Kidsword: Pastor Kate Johnston

Our first reading is from Acts 1:1-11
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the
world, and that the disciples will be accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit. His words provide an outline of the book of
Acts.

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 47: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1Clap
2For

your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound.

the Lord Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth,

3who

subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet;

4who

chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.

5God

has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn.

6Sing
7For

praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.

God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song.

8God

reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high.

9The

nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. The rulers of the earth
belong to God, who is highly exalted.
Our second reading is from Ephesians 1:15-23
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are given the wisdom to know
the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides.

15I

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has

*Please stand as you are able.
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called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 3)

*Gospel Reading: Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

44[Jesus

said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must
be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You
are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
50Then

he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Kate Johnston, Chaplain at IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital

*Please stand as you are able.
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Hymn of the Day: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ELW 392
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:

P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great..”
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
You call the whole church on earth to worship and bless you. Empower your church to bear joyful witness to your love made known in Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have fashioned a habitat for all your creatures and you fill the earth with your glory. Give rain
where it is needed and rescue those inundated by floods. Mend what we have torn in the fabric of creation and replenish and nourish your world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the majesty of your love, you rule the world with justice and mercy. Give those in authority the spirit
of your love, so that all who are hungry and poor receive food and resources, and all people flourish and
live in peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You heal those who are sick and bind up the brokenhearted. Attend to the cares and needs of the hurting
and hopeless in our congregation, community, workplaces, schools, and families, especially to those we
now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
You have gathered us in this congregation, enlightened our hearts, and given us a share of the immeasurable greatness of your power. Help us love one another, be reconciled where we are divided, and
share the riches of your grace with our neighbors. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Be with those traveling to the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi. Guide them, keep them safe, give
them energy, and help them share your love with those in need. Bring them home safely to us. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.

*Please stand as you are able.
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In raising Christ from the dead, you put your great power to work in the world. Raise us and all who
have died in the faith with Christ. We remember saints in our lives and in our community. Thank you for
their gifts among us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Music

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531
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*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ.
C

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving:
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

Glorious God...
...we praise you for ever, singing.

*Please stand as you are able.
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525 (Sung twice through, second time as a round.)
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*Please stand as you are able.
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P

Gracious God...

...Great is the mystery of faith.
C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

Generous God...

C

...Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer:
P
All

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 3)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to
you all that we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been
baptized and desire God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We
invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your
seat. After all have been served, we will consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative
to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “One Bread, One Body” ELW 496

One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
*Sending Call and Response:

L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:
P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with and grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.

13

*Sending Hymn: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” ELW 655
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*Dismissal:

L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Announcements for May 16, 2021
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of May 16-May 22:
Birthdays:
May 19 – Doug Scholer
May 21 – Tom Collins
May 22 – James Thompson
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Dale Cameron
Margie Creason, Jenni Sanderfer’s aunt
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son
Glenna, Sister of Mary Broughton
Mary Broughton
Sue Donnellan
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother
Denise Amschler
Volunteers going to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi
Walking Group:
We are now walking outside. Meet in the church parking lot at 9 am on Tuesday mornings. After a brief
devotional and prayer we will walk on the White River Greenway for an hour. If you need new tracking
cards they are located in the entryway in the small wooden basket. Come & join us! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse
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Note from Council President:

I go to church.

VS

I am the church.

There’s a difference between saying “I go to church” and “I am the church.”
Just going to church means all the services are provided to you. You are the one being served. The usher
hands you a bulletin that someone else typed. You take Communion that someone has prepared for you.
You listen to a sermon that someone else wrote, prayed upon, and delivered to you. Then, at the end, you
feel better (like a spa appointment), and you are refreshed. You might look at church as the dispenser of
religious goods and services - a church for consumers of those services.
If you say, “I am the church,” however, you are part of the body of Christ, doing the work of Christ. You
have already been claimed by God in your baptism. So, you gather with a Christian community to serve
in an area that meets your strengths and gifts. Then you are sent out into the larger community to live
out your baptism in daily life. Instead of a consumer church, you are the church with a mission - Christ’s
mission.
What is in your imagination for our church’s mission? What can Holy Trinity be post-Covid? Bring your
ideas to a Re-VISIONING SESSION Sunday, June 6th, right after the service. Lunch will be provided.
Nancy Carlson, Council President

Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship Leader and Communion Assistant: Jeff Bird
Acolyte: Logan Norris
Ushers: Andy Brelage and Gary Santoni
Greeter: Ann Santoni
Altar Guild: Jan Segedy
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