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Welcome to Worship and Announcements 

 

Prelude: “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” (All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly)  
arr. by Aaron David Miller 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, August 22, 2021 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Welcome New Members 
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*Gathering Hymn: “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun” ELW 557 

Public Domain 

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and pre-
serve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Kids’ Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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Our first reading is from Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18: 
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the primary word used to character-
ize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the 
people to respond. 

 

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judg-
es, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the peo-
ple, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods 
that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwill-
ing to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in 
the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 
17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, 
and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, 
the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 34:15-22: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 15The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are open to their cry. 

 16The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to erase the remembrance of them from the 
earth. 

 17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them and delivers them from all their troubles. 

 18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed. 

 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them from every one. 

 20God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be broken. 

 21Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 

 22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be pun-
ished. 

 
Our second reading is from Ephesians 6:10-20 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritu-
al warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God 
inspired by the Spirit. 

 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and 
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 
15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all 
of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil 
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one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Reading: John 6:56-69 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers 
who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about 
the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one 
who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61But 
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 
62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that 
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you 
there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not be-
lieve, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus 
asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we 
go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal  

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS) 
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Hymn of the Day: “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522 

One License: A-727907 

Welcome New Members the Petts Family (Richard, Amy, Colin and Katelyn) 
P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for this family, Richard, Amy, Colin and 
Katelyn Petts, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and 
ministry of this congregation. 
 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Lord, in your mercy” and your response 
is, “hear our prayer.” 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel of peace and 
strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-giving rain to 
support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have provided for all your crea-
tures. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance to bridge-
builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and feeling abandoned 
and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are persecuted and exploited and open 
us to their cries. Come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who suffer especially to those 
we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life such as a new 
job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and in-
terests. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

P In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We 
are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to 
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the exam-
ple of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you in-
tend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place? 
New Member Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
Congregation Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
P Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 
Congregation Response: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks 
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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God of love, teach your children. Teach your children young and old and all in between to love one an-
other and show compassion for those who need it. Bless all of the students and teachers and the minis-
try of Grace Village Campus Ministry this school year. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks for the saints 
who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life in the world to 
come. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
*Sharing the Peace:  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Anthem: “Now the Silence” (vs. 1 ELW 460 and vs 2 arr. by Vajda/Schalk) 
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531 

CCLI Copyright License 11519369 
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*Offering Prayer: 
 
L Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole cre-
ation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525  (Sung in canon. Sing through the first time as is and then the second time sing 

either 1 or 2 first and then the other.) 

One License: A-727907 
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P Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them 
 on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your 
 only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
 gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
 brance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
 the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
 for the remembrance of me.  
 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
P Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your 
 people throughout the world.  
 Glory and praise to you, O God, 
 Author of life, 
 Word made flesh, 
 Power of the Most High, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.   For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  12 

Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS) 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, re-
ceive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will 
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray. 

 
Communion Hymn: “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW 461 

One License: A-727907 
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*Benediction: 
 
P Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
 
L O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all 
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
*Sending Call and Response: 
 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
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*Dismissal: 
 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Sending Hymn: “May the God of Hope Go with Us/Dios de la esperanza” ACS 984 

One License: A-727907 
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Announcements for August 22, 2021 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of August 22-28: 
Birthdays: 
August 25 – Micah Smith 
August 25 – Rachel Wagner 
August 27 – Jennifer Sanderfer 
August 27 – Kathy York 
 
Anniversaries: 
August 25 – David and Ann Simpson 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Kathy Jones, Linda Cougill’s daughter 
Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin 
Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray 
Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother 
John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws 
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son 
Glenna Belcher, Sister of Mary Broughton 
Mary Broughton 
Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 
 

Sunday School! From Pastor Jerry: I will never forget my Sunday school teacher from 1st Grade. Mrs. 
Anne Robinson is a deeply spiritual person, grounded in prayer and gifted with God's grace. Anne not 
only nurtured my faith as a child: she also supported me through my young adult years and as I consid-
ered a call to ordained ministry. All this began when she taught me Sunday school... 
 
Would you love to be a positive influence like Anne? We are seeking Sunday school teachers and aides 
for this next school year. Classes will be at 9 AM starting Sunday, September 12; we are hoping to have 
enough volunteers so you would only serve around once every 6 weeks. Preparation will be easy, as the 
curriculum involves using a DVD and helping the children engage in the Sunday scripture through work-
books at their various age levels. You can also get creative with them: crafts and games are certainly 
welcome. If you would like to be a part of this important ministry, please sign up on the yellow poster in 
the gathering space or talk to Jenni in the church office at (765) 282-0619. Thank you so much! 
 
Baby Shower for Kendra and Jaren Summers (RSVP by August 23): 
August 29 – Kendra & Jaren Summers, our members now at seminary, are expecting a baby boy! We 
will be hosting a gift shower for them after worship, including refreshments. Their nursery theme is Ani-
mals, and of course, diapers are always welcome. Please RSVP to the office by Monday, August 23. Her 
mom is making all the food, including lunch, and will need to know how many to expect. 
 
Volunteers Needed to Work at Christian Ministries Food Pantry: 
Christian Ministries Food Pantry has asked Holy Trinity to help them in their food pantry on Wednes-
day, August 25, Thursday, August 26 and Friday, August 27, from 9:00am – 12:30pm. We still need one 
volunteer for Thursday and two for Friday. If you can help, please contact the church office, and let 
Jenni know. Thanks! 
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Flowers at the Altar: 

Are given by Becki Bergs in celebration of Micah Smith’s 13th birthday. 

(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower 
chart on the closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope 
with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 
 
Serving in Worship Today: 

Lector, Communion Assistant, and Lay Worship Leader: Nancy Carlson 

Acolyte: Smith Family 

Ushers: John Huff and Jim Suding 

Greeter: Marla Suding 

Altar Guild: Rosanna Scholl 
 
Walking Group: 
Time Change, the walking group will start at 8 am on Tuesdays for the Summer. We meet in the church 
parking lot for a brief devotion and prayer prior to our walk on the White River Greenway.  Come and 
join us and bring friends, all are welcome. If you need new tracking cards they are located in the entry-
way in the small wooden basket. Come & join us! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse  
 
Sharing Abundance: 
Gardeners, bring in your extra produce to the table inside the main doors. And the rest of you? Don’t be 
shy about taking produce home to enjoy. No one wants food wasted. 
 
Do You Love to Sing? Sign Up for Choir Now: 
If you love to sing, we invite you to join the Holy Trinity Choir. Please contact Jenni in the church office 
at holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com or 765-282-0619. We will begin Choir rehearsal in September, date to 
be announced. If you have been in Choir prior to the pandemic, please contact Jenni and let us know that 
you want to return to Choir. Everyone is welcome to join! 
 
Quilt Tops for 2022 - Choose your colors! 
Look in Fellowship Hall to see 12 piles of already-cut quilt squares for the 2022 mission quilt tops. If you 
are willing to sew, choose a pile and take it home to design your quilt top. Bring the finished quilt top 
and the leftover squares to the church office. No rush. Thank you to Dorothy Ashby for organizing the 
piles of cotton squares. 
 
Free Chair Yoga Class Starts Soon: 

Karen Wenger is offering a free chair yoga class on Tuesdays at 5:30, starting September 7th.  There will 
be six 45 minute sessions this fall, held in Fellowship Hall.  Tennis shoes are required. Chair yoga is a 
safe way for seniors to exercise, but is good for all ages. No exercises on the floor. Sign up by calling the 
church office. 

 

September 12 – God’s Work Our Hands service day this year we will host a Neighborhood BBQ! Work-
ing with the Normal City Neighbor Association, we will have an afternoon BBQ, at 5:00pm, in the parking 
lot, with live music by Mountain Laurel and food provided by Grand Grilling . You’ll hear more about this 
as the planning gets underway, so please mark your calendars for this Welcome Event! - Hospitality 
Team 

mailto:holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com

