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Welcome to Worship and Announcements 

 

Prelude: “Light Dawns on a Weary World” arr. by Aaron David Miller 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, August 29, 2021 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
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*Gathering Hymn: “Gather Us In” ELW 532 

One License: A-727907 
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Our first reading is from Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses commands the people 
to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their chil-
dren’s children. 

 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you 
may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must 
neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the command-
ments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, 
who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning peo-
ple!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to 
him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting 
before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen 
nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your 
children’s children. 

 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 15: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart; 

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a 
neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. They have 
sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. Those who 
do these things shall never be overthrown. 

 

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within our-
selves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Kids’ Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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Our second reading is from James 1:17-27 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are en-
couraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves.  

 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he 
gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save 
your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers 
of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at 
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will 
be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion 
is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Reading: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Je-
sus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 7th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
[Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus ob-
serving the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; 
and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze ket-
tles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradi-
tion of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written,  

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS) 
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Hymn of the Day: “O God, Whose Word Well-Planted” ACS 975 

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tra-
dition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is 
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 
22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal  

One License: A-727907 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  6 

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Lord, in your mercy” and your response 
is, “hear our prayer.” 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill it with pastors, dea-
cons, and leaders who echo your expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and resources to thrive and 
flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future for generations to 
come. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, 
and local governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are unemployed, underemployed, or 
experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year. Empower teachers and 
school administrators. Guide students in their learning and development. Accompany parents, foster 
parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who were harmed, lost their homes, and loved ones in the floods and storms in the 
south and east, in the fires out west, and in the earthquakes in Haiti. Bring healing and comfort to them 
and especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Lord, in your 
mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our heart. Inspire us by 
their example and renew our faith, trusting that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mer-
cy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Anthem: “Walk by Faith!” arr. by Joe Raney 
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531 

CCLI Copyright License 11519369 
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*Offering Prayer: 
 
L Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole cre-
ation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525  (Sung in canon. Sing through the first time as is and then the second time sing 

either 1 or 2 first and then the other.) 

One License: A-727907 
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P Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them 
 on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your 
 only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
 gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
 brance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
 the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
 for the remembrance of me.  
 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
P Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your 
 people throughout the world.  
 Glory and praise to you, O God, 
 Author of life, 
 Word made flesh, 
 Power of the Most High, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.   For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS) 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, re-
ceive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will 
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray. 

 
Communion Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” ELW 824 

Public Domain 
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*Benediction: 
 
P Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
 
L O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all 
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
*Sending Call and Response: 
 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
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*Dismissal: 
 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Sending Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW 879 

Public Domain 
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Announcements for August 29, 2021 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of August 29-September 4: 
Birthdays: 
August 29 – Martin Thacker 
August 30 – Karen Huff 
August 31 – Patricia Williams 
September 1 – Paul Constant 
September 1 – Ann Santoni 
September 1 – Jackie Shears 
September 2 – Lou Ellen Botkin 
September 2 – Andy Brelage 
September 3 – John Kelly 
September 3 – Tom Miller 
September 4 – Jacob Bergs 
September 4 – Brittainy Raef 
 
Anniversaries: 
September 1 – Dan and Bonnie Haynes 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Gwen Carey 

Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina, Renee, Jayden, and Lindsey) 

Jessica Grove, Marcia and John Kelly’s niece 

Phill Parsons’ family and friends including John and Karen Huff 
Kathy Jones, Linda Cougill’s daughter 

Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin 

Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray 

Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother 

John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws 

Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son 

Glenna Belcher, Sister of Mary Broughton 

Mary Broughton 

Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 

For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are working 

hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is far from over and 
they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic. 

 

Sunday School! From Pastor Jerry: I will never forget my Sunday school teacher from 1st Grade. Mrs. 
Anne Robinson is a deeply spiritual person, grounded in prayer and gifted with God's grace. Anne not 
only nurtured my faith as a child: she also supported me through my young adult years and as I consid-
ered a call to ordained ministry. All this began when she taught me Sunday school... 
 
Would you love to be a positive influence like Anne? We are seeking Sunday school teachers and aides 
for this next school year. Classes will be at 9 AM starting Sunday, September 12; we are hoping to have 
enough volunteers so you would only serve around once every 6 weeks. Preparation will be easy, as the 
curriculum involves using a DVD and helping the children engage in the Sunday scripture through work-
books at their various age levels. You can also get creative with them: crafts and games are certainly 
welcome. If you would like to be a part of this important ministry, please sign up on the yellow poster in 
the gathering space or talk to Jenni in the church office at (765) 282-0619. Thank you so much! 
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Flowers at the Altar: 

(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower 
chart on the closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope 
with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 
 
Serving in Worship Today: 

Lector, Communion Assistant, and Lay Worship Leader: Diane Calvin 

Acolyte: Smith Family 

Ushers: John Huff  

Greeter: Need a volunteer 

Altar Guild: Rosanna Scholl 
 
Walking Group: 
The walking group meets at 8 am on Tuesdays for the Summer. We meet in the church parking lot for a 
brief devotion and prayer prior to our walk on the White River Greenway.  Come and join us and bring 
friends, all are welcome. If you need new tracking cards they are located in the entryway in the small 
wooden basket. Come & join us! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse  
 
Sharing Abundance: 
Gardeners, bring in your extra produce to the table inside the main doors. And the rest of you? Don’t be 
shy about taking produce home to enjoy. No one wants food wasted. 
 
Free Chair Yoga Class Starts Soon: 

Karen Wenger is offering a free chair yoga class on Tuesdays at 5:30, starting September 7th.  There will 
be six 45 minute sessions this fall, held in Fellowship Hall.  Tennis shoes are required. Chair yoga is a 
safe way for seniors to exercise, but is good for all ages. No exercises on the floor. Sign up by calling the 
church office. 

 

September 12 – God’s Work Our Hands service day this year we will host a Neighborhood BBQ! Work-
ing with the Normal City Neighbor Association, we will have an afternoon BBQ, at 5:00pm, in the parking 
lot, with live music by Mountain Laurel and food provided by Grand Grilling . You’ll hear more about this 
as the planning gets underway, so please mark your calendars for this Welcome Event! - Hospitality 
Team 
 
Grace Village Kickoff Cookout! 
Today, Sunday, August 29, at 4pm 
at 1st Presbyterian Church, front garden (1400 W. Riverside Ave) 
 
As one of our partner congregations, you are invited to join us as we welcome students for the new 
school year! 
We'll provide the meal at 4pm, with a small worship service after. This is a great opportunity for our 
supporters to come and welcome the students to this ministry. 
 
We hope to see you there! 


