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Welcome to Worship and Announcements 

 

Prelude: “Doxology” arr. by Chuck Marohnic 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, September 5, 2021 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
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*Gathering Hymn: “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” ELW 883 

Public Domain 
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Our first reading is from Isaiah 35:4-7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, 
which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the 
returning exiles. 

 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 146: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the cap-
tive free. 

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. 
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to 
the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 

 

Kids’ Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal 
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 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord 
loves the righteous. 

 9The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of 
the wicked. 

 10The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 
Our second reading is from James 2:1-17 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the poor and weak. 
Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of compassion 
and mercy for those in need. 

 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor per-
son in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 
“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excel-
lent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the 
one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not com-
mit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as 
those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who 
has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS) 
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*Gospel Reading: Mark 7:24-37 
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoe-
nician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 7th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to 
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean 
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a 
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to 
her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to 
her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the 
child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and 
they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and 
said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, 
the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal  
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Hymn of the Day: “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726 

One License: A-727907 
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Lord, in your mercy” and your response 
is, “hear our prayer.” 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide all evangelists, preach-
ers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mer-
cy, 

hear our prayer. 

You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all who advocate for 
healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you 
have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and governments to work with 
one another for the good of our common world. Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect any who 
are in danger, and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and ministries of this congre-
gation. Especially for our Sunday School that begins next Sunday. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who were harmed, lost their homes, and loved ones in the floods and storms in the 
south and east, in the fires out west, and in the earthquakes in Haiti and those who are being relocated 
from Afghanistan. Bring healing and comfort to them and especially to those we now name either aloud 
or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious presence. We thank you 
for their example and rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
*Sharing the Peace:  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Anthem: “How Sweet the Sound” arr. by Mark Hayes 
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Offertory Hymn: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531 

CCLI Copyright License 11519369 
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*Offering Prayer: 
 
L Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole cre-
ation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
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“You Are Holy” ELW 525  (Sung in canon. Sing through the first time as is and then the second time sing 

either 1 or 2 first and then the other.) 

One License: A-727907 
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P Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them 
 on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your 
 only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
 gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
 brance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
 the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
 for the remembrance of me.  
 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
P Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your 
 people throughout the world.  
 Glory and praise to you, O God, 
 Author of life, 
 Word made flesh, 
 Power of the Most High, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.   For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS) 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, re-
ceive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will 
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray. 

 
Communion Hymn: “Healer of Our Every Ill” ELW 612 

One License: A-727907 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  15 

*Benediction: 
 
P Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
 
L O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all 
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
*Sending Call and Response: 
 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
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*Dismissal: 
 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Sending Hymn: “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” ELW 722 

One License: A-727907 
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Announcements for September 5, 2021 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of September 5-11: 
Birthdays: 
September 5 – Floyd Bird 
September 6 – Sarah Van Pelt 
September 7 – Cora Ling 
September 8 – Gail Bader 
September 8 – Ellen Botkin 
September 8 – Eileen Ypparila 
 
Anniversaries: 
No anniversaries on record. 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Gwen Carey 

Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina, Renee, Jayden, and Lindsey) 

Jessica Grove, Marcia and John Kelly’s niece 

Kathy Jones, Linda Cougill’s daughter 

Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin 

Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray 

Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother 

John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws 

Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son 

Glenna Belcher, Sister of Mary Broughton 

Mary Broughton 

Kent Windmiller, Karen Wenger’s brother 

For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are working 

hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is far from over and 
they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic. 

 

Sunday School! From Pastor Jerry: I will never forget my Sunday school teacher from 1st Grade. Mrs. 
Anne Robinson is a deeply spiritual person, grounded in prayer and gifted with God's grace. Anne not 
only nurtured my faith as a child: she also supported me through my young adult years and as I consid-
ered a call to ordained ministry. All this began when she taught me Sunday school... 
 
Would you love to be a positive influence like Anne? We are seeking Sunday school teachers and aides 
for this next school year. Classes will be at 9 AM starting Sunday, September 12; we are hoping to have 
enough volunteers so you would only serve around once every 6 weeks. Preparation will be easy, as the 
curriculum involves using a DVD and helping the children engage in the Sunday scripture through work-
books at their various age levels. You can also get creative with them: crafts and games are certainly 
welcome. If you would like to be a part of this important ministry, please sign up on the yellow poster in 
the gathering space or talk to Jenni in the church office at (765) 282-0619. Thank you so much! 
 
Congregation Meetings on Sundays, September 12 and 19: 
Following worship on Sunday, September 12 we will gather to hear about the proposed building renova-
tion plans and the Building Team will be present to answer any of your questions. 
Then on Sunday, September 19 following worship we will gather to vote on the proposed building reno-
vation plans. 
Please keep the Building Team and the renovation project in your prayers. Thank you. 
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Flowers at the Altar: 

The flowers at the altar are given by Laura Adamson in thanksgiving for her son, Christopher’s birthday 

on September 4. 

(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower 
chart on the closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope 
with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 
 
Serving in Worship Today: 

Lector, Communion Assistant, and Lay Worship Leader: Becke Bly 

Acolyte: Adrian Collins 

Ushers: Tom Collins  

Greeter: Diane Scholer 

Altar Guild: Marla Suding and Jo Robertson 
 
Walking Group Has A Special Assignment - and they need YOU: 

The HTLC Walking Group has volunteered to canvass the nearby neighbors with invitations to our free 

BBQ on Sept. 12. So…on Tuesday, Sept. 7 at 8:00 am (the regular time), the walking group needs you to 

join them in putting BBQ fliers in mailboxes and doors of our immediate neighbors.  This is a one-time 

walk and because of the early hour, it’s doubtful you’ll actually be talking to our neighbors.  Just meet at 

the church at 8 am. 

 
Sharing Abundance: 
Gardeners, bring in your extra produce to the table inside the main doors. And the rest of you? Don’t be 
shy about taking produce home to enjoy. No one wants food wasted. 
 
Free Chair Yoga Class Starts Soon: 

Karen Wenger is offering a free chair yoga class on Tuesdays at 5:30, starting September 7th.  There will 
be six 45 minute sessions this fall, held in Fellowship Hall.  Tennis shoes are required. Chair yoga is a 
safe way for seniors to exercise, but is good for all ages. No exercises on the floor. Sign up by calling the 
church office. 

 
Neighborhood BBQ News: 
 
For God’s Work Our Hands service day this year, Sunday, September 12, we will host a Neighborhood 
BBQ! Working with the Normal City Neighbor Association, we will have an afternoon BBQ, at 5:00pm, in 
the parking lot, with live music by Mountain Laurel and food provided by Grand Grilling. The State De-
partment of Health will be here to provide Covid vaccinations and tests as well. 
Come and enjoy a wonderful time with our neighbors! 
 
Holy Trinity Will Be A Vaccination Site on September 12: 
The State Department of Health will be utilizing our parking lot as a public Covid testing and vaxing site 
on Sunday, September 12. Free rapid testing will be offered, as well as the Pfizer and Moderna vaccina-
tions. This site will be listed as one of the sites when you register online. 


