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Welcome to Worship and Announcements 

 

Prelude: “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” arr. by Charles Callahan 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent 
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*Gathering Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244 Public Domain 

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Our first reading is from Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing 
Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims 
that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 

 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteous-
ness.” 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 25:1-10: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths. 
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
 

Kids Word for Advent - Pastor Kate Johnston, Chaplain at IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital  
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (Verse 1) ELW 240 

One License: A-727907 
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Our second reading is from 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his 
letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church. 

 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 
13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Fa-
ther at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, per-
plexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption. 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 21st chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves 
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS) 
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*Hymn of the Day: “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” ELW 435 
Public Domain 

Sermon: Pastor Kate Johnston, Chaplain at IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital  
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God.” and your response is, 
“Your mercy is great.” 
 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s pres-
ence. 

A brief silence. 

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message of your 
love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves, be a 
healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth. Give a heart 
of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await births, 
deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind especially 
to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms. We pray 
for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, you sent your Son Jesus to guide us into the future. We give 
thanks for opening our hearts to give to your mission at Holy Trinity and our future building campaign. 
We pray that our building renovation will honor and glorify your mission in this time and for future gen-
erations to come. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with us and 
now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forev-
er. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our 
hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

*Sharing the Peace:  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Music: “Poem” arr. by Z. Fibich 

*Offertory Hymn: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  8 

*Offering Prayer: 
 
L Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole cre-
ation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
*Words of Institution  
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.   For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS) 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, re-
ceive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will 
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray. 

 
Communion Hymn: “My Lord, What a Morning” ELW 438 

Public Domain 
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*Benediction: 
 
P Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
 
L O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all 
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
*Sending Call and Response: 
 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
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*Sending Hymn: “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” ACS 949 Public Domain 

*Dismissal: 
 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements for November 28, 2021 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for November 28 - December 4: 
Birthdays: 
November 29 - Joy Jacobson 
December 1 - Phil Dashler 
December 2 - Brenda Thacker 
December 3 - Austin Futrell 
 
Anniversaries: 
November 29 - Bruce and Linda Reynolds 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Family of David Costello, brother of Tony Costello 

Randy Albertson and family, friend of Phil and Kristen Dashler 

Roberta Debolt 
Tina Strong, Steve Strong’s wife 
Sue Metzcar 
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister 
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown 
Saylor, Jenni Sanderfer’s cousin’s 5 year-old daughter 
Gwen Carey 
Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina, Renee, Jayden, and Lindsey) 
Kathy Jones, Linda Cougill’s daughter 
Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin 
Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray 
Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother 
John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws 
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son 
Glenna Belcher, Sister of Mary Broughton 
Mary Broughton 
For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are 
working hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is 
far from over and they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic. 
 
Flowers at the Altar: 
The flowers are given by John Pinckney to the glory of God. 
 
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower 
chart on the closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope 
with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 
 
Lectionary Study is moving to Monday’s at 10:00am, beginning Monday, November 29: 
Our lectionary study is moving from Wednesday mornings to Monday mornings beginning on Monday, 
November 29 at 10:00am. We are meeting in-person in Fellowship Hall and on Zoom (see the link be-
low). We will not be meeting this next week due to Thanksgiving. We hope you can join us on Monday, 
November 29! The Zoom Link is:  
https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09 

https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09
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Serving in Worship Today: 
Lay Worship, Lector and Communion Assistant: Diane Calvin 
Acolyte: Diane Scholer 
Usher: John Huff and Jim Suding  
Greeter: Marla Suding 
Altar Guild: Ann Santoni and Diane Calvin 
 
Walking Group: 
Our walking group will start at 9 AM (an hour later) on Tuesday Mornings.  We meet in the church park-
ing lot for a brief devotion and prayer, and then walk on the White River Greenway many times towards 
Minnetrista and the downtown. Come and join us ! Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse  
 
MARRC (Muncie Afghan Refugee Resettlement Committee): 
We need your help!! In the coming months, Muncie will have the honor of welcoming a (as of yet an un-
known) number of families who have been displaced from their homes in Afghanistan. Many of these 
families made it to the US  with nothing but the clothes on their backs and will be starting from scratch 
when they land in Muncie.  
 
There are the ways you can help directly: 
 
DONATE A BOX! 

Because our new neighbors will be coming with nothing, they need literally everything that you 
need in a home. That’s a big ask, so we’ve broken needs down into bit-size boxes that can be 
fulfilled by individual families, groups of friends, coworkers, or any other group you want to put 
together.  
 
We are asking Holy Trinity Lutheran Church to fill the Bathroom Box and Kitchen Box #4 
lists. The Outreach collection bins are outside the sanctuary. 
 

Financial Donations: 
Financial donations can be made out to AWAKEN and designated for MARRC. 
Send to: MARRC c/o AWAKEN; PO Box 515; Yorktown, IN 47396 
 
 
Every donation (big or small) helps a family in need. THANK YOU! 


