November 22, 2020
Welcome to Worship
Prelude
*Confession and Forgiveness:
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved.
Congregation: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P

Holy One,

C
we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We forget
the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by
sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see
you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
P
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through + Jesus you
are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW 689

One License: A-727907

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Let us pray: O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him
we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal
Our first reading is from Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The
Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.
11Thus

says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek
out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue
them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their
own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited
parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord
God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your
horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged;
and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them
and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 95:1-7a (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)

1Come,

let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
3For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
7aFor the Lord is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

Our second reading is from 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
6The

point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work. 9As it is written,
"He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever."
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the
generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of those who
belong to his family is truly done for him.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 25th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep
at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;
35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and
in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: “Generosity Leads to Thanksgiving” – Pastor Jerry O’Neal

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Hymn of the Day: “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” ELW 707

Public Domain

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:

P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God,” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great.”
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church,
the world, and all in need.
(pause)
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of
all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and
usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice.
Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

*Please stand as you are able.

7

Lord of comfort and healing, give wisdom, energy, and strength to all of those who are working to heal
those affected by COVID-19 Coronavirus. We give thanks for those who are working on a vaccine that
will bring an end to this pandemic. Bring hope and healing to those who are sick, injured or suffering in
the world and to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

*Sharing the Peace:
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Store or Apple Play, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Music: “Prayer of the Children” (Bestor/Hayes)
*Offering Prayer:
L
Let us pray: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
C
Amen.
*Lord’s Prayer:
L
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)
All
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Call and Response:
L
God's work!
C
Our hands!
L
God's love!
C
Our hearts!
L
God's story!
C
Our voices!
Commitment Presentation (Silent meditation before filling out your intent form.)

We have included the intent form below and it can be accessed online using the QR code above (next to
the Generosity Makes A Difference logo) or you can use this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6qnR13AcR8lDzzC-rWegKp3U_jMM8Eavy63zOjoTKAPSqw/viewform
We ask you to prayerfully consider your commitment to Holy Trinity for next year. Then you may also
mail them or bring them to the church office.
Our goal this year is to receive 100 intent forms; an anonymous donor at Holy Trinity has graciously offered us a $2,000 challenge gift if we can reach that goal. They believe in our ministries here, and we
trust that you do as well. We hope you will join us in this important campaign. Thank you so much for
your ongoing support. Your GENEROSITY MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

*Please stand as you are able.
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Commitment Song

“Make A Difference” by Rachel Kurtz

Sung by Kristen Dashler

Commitment Prayer
*Benediction:
P
“Barocha” - Michael Card
C
Amen.
*Sending Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” ELW 855

Public Domain

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Dismissal:
L
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C

Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.

11

Announcements for Sunday, November 22, 2020:
Birthdays and Anniversaries for the week of November 22nd:
Birthdays:
November 26 – Amy O’Neal
November 27 – John Pinckney
Anniversaries:
November 26 - John and Lynda Eaton
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers.
As schools are back in session, please keep the teachers, parents, school administrations and especially
the children in your prayers.
Those who are infected with the COVID-19 Coronavirus and the frontline workers who are caring for
them.
Audio/Video Volunteers Needed:
Have you been waiting for the Lord to call you to a new way to serve? We need two people to learn how
to work the audio/video system for our services. As we are reaching more people via the Internet, our
use of media equipment has become very important. Phil Dashler has been working audio/video every
week during the pandemic, but he needs volunteers to learn the basics and help him on a rotation or
substitution basis. WE WILL TRAIN YOU. No experience necessary. Please say yes. Contact the office,
Pastor Jerry, or Phil Dashler if you can help. Thank you.
Children’s Christmas Pageant goes virtual!!
Inviting all kids (HTLC kids and grandchildren and friends of HTLC members) to participate in the
Christmas pageant. Here's how it works. Request a part by texting Ann Simpson 765-729-7147. You can
request a specific part such as Mary, Joseph, angel, shepherd, wise man etc or a part will be assigned.
The reading will be sent to you via technology or mailed to you. Your child will probably want to dress
the part so either use items from your own home or we will be happy to provide a costume for your
child!!! Then have your child read the part, video tape on your phone and text the recording back to Ann
Simpson or send per church e-mail address at holytrinitymuncie@gmail.com. If your child cannot read
have them act the part while an adult reads. Recordings need to be returned by December 10. BE CREATIVE!!!! Imperfections expected!!!

*Please stand as you are able.
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