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Prelude: “Emmanuel Comes” arr. by Mark Hayes 

 
Welcome to Worship and Announcements 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent 
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*Gathering Hymn: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW 242 One License: A-727907 



 

*Please stand as you are able.  3 

Our first reading is from Zephaniah 3:14-20 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes from the conclusion of 
the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand. 

 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusa-
lem! 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king 
of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day it shall be said to Jeru-
salem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  
 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with glad-
ness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival. I will 
remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before 
your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

*Greeting:  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
 
All Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of 
John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Kids Word for Advent - Pastor Jerry O’Neal  
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (Verse 1 - 3) ELW 240 
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Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.) 
 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 3With joy you will draw water 
  from the wells of salvation. 
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Our second reading is from Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with 
all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 

 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
L Word of God. Word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Reading: Luke 3:7-18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a matter of identity 
but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abra-
ham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS) 
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*Hymn of the Day: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW 257 (Verses 1-4) One License: A-727907 

coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collec-
tors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect 
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” 
He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pastor Jerry O’Neal  
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.) 
 
L For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God.” and your response is, 
“Your mercy is great.” 
 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s pres-
ence. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace to con-
gregations and seminarians, especially Jaren Summers, in the midst of transition. Guide the work of can-
didacy and call committees. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we are in-
spired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own day who 
warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you and 
are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day especially to those we now 
name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the ministry of 
church musicians especially Karen, Chuck and our Holy Trinity Choir. With instruments and dance, join 
our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, you sent your Son Jesus to guide us into the future. We give 
thanks for opening our hearts to give to your mission at Holy Trinity and our future building campaign. 
We pray that our building renovation will honor and glorify your mission in this time and for future gen-
erations to come. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

*Apostles’ Creed:  
 
P&C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third  
  day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  everlasting.  Amen. 
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We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace. By the power of your 
Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our 
hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

*Sharing the Peace:  
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to give electronically, you may 

1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or 
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green   
   “Give” button. 
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features. 

Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries! 
 
Offering Anthem: “Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace” arr. by Gwyneth Walker,  

    (Prayer of St. Francis)             Solo by John Pinckney 

*Offertory Hymn: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884 
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*Offering Prayer: 
 
L Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole cre-
ation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
*Words of Institution (Spanish, then English) 
 
P La noche en que fue entregado, 
 nuestro Sen or Jesu s tomo  pan y dio gracias; 
 lo partio  y lo dio a sus discí pulos, diciendo: 
 Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 
 De igual manera, despue s de haber cenado, tomo  la copa, 
 dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo: 
 Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
 derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdo n del pecado. 
 Hagan esto en memoria mí a. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer) 
 
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.   For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion: 
 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS) 
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Distribution: 
This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that 
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire 
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, re-
ceive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will 
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray. 

 
Communion Hymn: “We Are Waiting for Jesus” ACS 905 One License: A-727907 
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*Benediction: 
 
P “Barocha” - Michael Card 
C Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: 
 
L O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all 
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
*Sending Call and Response: 
 
L God's work!  
C Our hands! 
L God's love! 
C Our hearts! 
L God's story! 
C Our voices! 
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*Sending Hymn: “Joy to the World” ELW 267 Public Domain 

*Dismissal: 
 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: “Joy to the World” arr. by Mark Hayes 
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Announcements for December 12, 2021 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for December 12 - 18: 
Birthdays: 
December 12 - Laura Adamson 
December 12 - Ruth Dailey 
December 14 - Jeff Bird 
December 14 - Carmen Costello 
December 15 - Gerry Fisher 
 
Anniversaries: 
December 16 - John and Karen Huff 
December 17 - John and Brenda Kearns 
December 18 - Adam and Taylor Johnson 
 
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Family and friends of Joyce Libes 
Dan Haynes 

Roberta Debolt 
Tina Strong, Steve Strong’s wife 
Sue Metzcar 
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister 
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown 
Saylor, Jenni Sanderfer’s cousin’s 5 year-old daughter 
Gwen Carey 
Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina, Renee, Jayden, and Lindsey) 
Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin 
Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray 
Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother 
John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws 
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son 
Glenna Belcher, Sister of Mary Broughton 
Mary Broughton 
For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are 
working hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is 
far from over and they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic. 
 
Flowers at the Altar: 
The first bouquet of flowers are given by Becki Bergs in celebration of her mother, Edna Bonda’s birth-
day. The second bouquet of flowers are given by Karen Wenger in thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness. 
 
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door 
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the 
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.) 

 
2021 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS (This is the last Sunday to order): 
Please help us decorate the church for Christmas.  If you would like to order poinsettias for your loved 
ones and friends, please fill in an order form and bring or mail to the church office along with your pay-
ment of $13.50 per plant by Sunday, December 12th. You may take the poinsettias home after the 
Worship Service on Christmas Eve. Order forms and envelopes are on the devotional table outside of the 
sanctuary or in the weekly email and December Trinity Times. 
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Serving in Worship Today: 
Lay Worship, Lector and Communion Assistant: Erica Collins 
Acolyte: Declan Collins 
Usher: Roger Hollands and Dick Elias  
Greeter: Sue Elias 
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer 
 
Bible Study, Monday Mornings at 10:00am: 
You are invited to join us on Monday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall or on Zoom (the link is be-
low). Each week we study the lectionary for the upcoming Sunday service. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 
Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09 
 
Walking Group: 
On December 14 @ 9 AM the  group will walk to Suding home for coffee and a treat.  This will be our 
usual distance of 3 miles. Afterwards Jim and Marla will drive us back to the church.  
This will be our plan unless the temperature drop to freezing. 
Linda Hamilton, Parish Nurse 
 
Let’s Go Caroling: 

Who wants to go caroling on Sunday, December 19th? We are going to visit a shut-
in member. Let’s car pool at 3pm. Meet in the church parking lot. Words to favorite 
carols will be provided. All you have to bring is your voice. Let Nancy Carlson 
know at ncarlson@bsus.edu. 
 
Offering Cards and Envelopes: 
To save the church money we have developed and are providing offering cards and envelopes for every-
one who wishes to use them. There will be a supply of them at the information kiosk and in the church 
office that you can pick up at your convenience. If you need to know your giving number, please contact 
Jenni in the church office. If you would like us to mail you a supply of cards and envelopes, please con-
tact the church office.  
 
Needs for Sunday School: 
The poster is in the narthex/lobby area outside the sanctuary for signing up to teach Sunday School or 
serve as an aide. We really need your help. Thanks. 
 
Salvation Army Bells: 
We will ring bells Saturday, December 18, at Rural King. There are nine slots for volunteers between 
10:00am and 6:00pm. A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex/lobby outside the sanctuary. We have 4 
of the 9 slots filled...Please help us fill the last 5 slots. 
Thank you for your gifts of time in the holiday season. 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and Choir Singing: 
Please join us as we gather for worship on Friday, December 24 at 8:00 P.M. for our 
annual Christmas Eve Service with the Choir singing at 7:45 P.M. 
This service is for the whole family with our traditional candlelight singing of “Silent 
Night.” A beautiful way to start the 12 days of Christmas! 

 

https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09
mailto:ncarlson@bsus.edu

