Sunday, December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Prelude: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” arr. by Mark Hayes
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness:
P

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P

Most merciful God,

C
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.

1

*Gathering Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW 257 (Verses 5-8)

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Greeting:

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Reflection: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240

Our first reading is from Micah 5:2-5a

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, will come from
the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace.
New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.

2But

you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth
for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends
of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55: (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
46bMy

soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
50You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
51You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
52casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
53You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
55the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.
47my

Our second reading is from Hebrews 10:5-10

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy
people.

5Consequently,

when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to
do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
L

Word of God. Word of life.

*Please stand as you are able.

C

Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS)

*Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-55

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s
inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

39In

those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
46And

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
47and

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*Please stand as you are able.
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The Coming of the King Christmas Pageant
Pastor Jerry O’Neal
Narrator:
Our story of Christmas begins many years before Jesus’ birth. When King David was ruling over Israel,
God promised him that his children would rule over the country forever. Unfortunately, after years of
failed rulers, Israel was ruined and sent into exile in Babylon. Even after they returned home from Babylon, they were ruled by foreign kings for centuries. As the people cried out again and again to God, an
idea came to them: maybe God’s promise would come true after all. Maybe God would send a king – a
Messiah, or Christ – to rule over his people once again. Maybe this king would even be “God with us” –
Emmanuel...

HYMN: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
Yes, God would fulfill his promise. At the right time, he sent his angel Gabriel to a young girl named
Mary. Mary was engaged to Joseph, but they weren’t married yet: Mary was a virgin. Gabriel came to her
and promised that she would give birth to a son by the Holy Spirit. Mary responded by saying, “May it be
done to me as you have said.” Later, when Joseph learned that Mary was pregnant, the angel came to
him as well, reassured him, and told him to name the child Jesus, which means “God saves.”
HYMN: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady." Gloria!

*Please stand as you are able.
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As Mary came near to the time to have her baby, the Roman emperor told all people to go to their families’ original homes to be counted. Joseph was from the family of King David, and David’s hometown was
Bethlehem, so Joseph and Mary travelled there to be counted.
HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to a son, and
they named him Jesus as the angel directed. The town was so full of people that Joseph and Mary couldn’t find a place where they could stay; so they wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger,
which contained hay for the animals to eat.
HYMN: Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
That night, there were shepherds out in the fields, watching over their animals. Suddenly an angel
showed up. Boy, were they scared! But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, for I bring you good news of great
joy for all the people! Today a Savior is born this day in the city of David; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”
The angel told them how to find this child: he would be wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.
An angel choir then appeared and sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those of God’s
favor!”
HYMN: Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.
The shepherds went into town to see this child who was born to be king. They found Jesus, and they told
Joseph and Mary what the angel had said to them. All were amazed at what the shepherds said, and
Mary “treasured these words and pondered them in her heart.”

*Please stand as you are able.
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HYMN: What Child Is This
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Later, there were magi, star-gazers who came from the east, looking for Jesus. They had seen a star in
the heavens which pointed them towards him. They also found the child, and they bowed down and
worshipped him, giving him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
HYMN: We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
Oh, star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!
Over the years, this child Jesus grew to become a man. He shared God’s love with all people in what he
said and did. On the cross, he forgave our sins, and when he rose from the dead, he opened to us the way
of eternal life. For this reason, we have joy – joy at the birth of our king!
HYMN: Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Hymn of the Day: “Canticle of the Turning” ELW 723

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Apostles’ Creed:

P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)
L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Hear us, O God.” and your response is,
“Your mercy is great.”
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and ministries for your
service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands, polluted
waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless
the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of
power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen parents and
those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in
treatment and hospice care, and others in need especially to those we now name either aloud or in the
silence of our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and
community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, you sent your Son Jesus to guide us into the future. We give
thanks for opening our hearts to give to your mission at Holy Trinity and our future building campaign.
We pray that our building renovation will honor and glorify your mission in this time and for future generations to come. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those who, like Mary,
were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Anthem: “Come, My Light” arr. by Anne Krentz Organ

HTLC Choir

*Offertory Hymn: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C

Amen.

*Words of Institution (Spanish, then English)
P

La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Senor Jesus tomo pan y dio gracias;
lo partio y lo dio a sus discípulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
De igual manera, despues de haber cenado, tomo la copa,
dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,
derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdon del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
*Lord’s Prayer:
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “No Wind at the Window” ACS 906

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ
our Lord.
C

Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:

P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “All Earth Is Hopeful” (Toda la tierra) ELW 266

One License: A-727907

*Dismissal:
L
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for December 19, 2021

Birthdays and Anniversaries for December 19 - 25:
Birthdays:
December 19 - Kelly Bryan
December 19 - Jim Suding
December 23 - Pr. Jerry O’Neal
December 25 - Holly Montano
Anniversaries:
December 23 - Dan and Carolyn Beard
December 24 - Rick and Kim Futrell
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Mary Broughton’s sister, Glenna Belcher ‘s family and friends
Clela Saxman
Dan Haynes
Roberta Debolt
Tina Strong, Steve Strong’s wife
Sue Metzcar
John Paul Metzcar
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown
Saylor, Jenni Sanderfer’s cousin’s 5 year-old daughter
Gwen Carey
Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina & Jeff and Renee & Richard)
Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin
Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray
Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother
John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son
Mary Broughton
For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are
working hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is
far from over and they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic.
Flowers at the Altar:
The first bouquet of flowers are given by Amy and Logan Norris in honor of Greg’s birthday. The second
bouquet of flowers are given by Karen Wenger in thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness.
(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower chart on the closet door
in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope with your check or money and put it in the
offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship, Lector and Communion Assistant: Amy Norris
Acolyte: Logan Norris
Usher: Andy Brelage and Gary Santoni
Greeter: Ann Santoni
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer
Bible Study, Monday Mornings at 10:00am:
You are invited to join us on Monday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall or on Zoom (the link is below). Each week we study the lectionary for the upcoming Sunday service. We look forward to seeing
you there!
Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09
Let’s Go Caroling:
Who wants to go caroling TODAY? We are going to visit a shut-in member. Let’s
car pool at 3pm. Meet in the church parking lot. Words to favorite carols will be
provided. All you have to bring is your voice. Let Nancy Carlson know at ncarlson@bsus.edu.
Offering Cards and Envelopes:
To save the church money we have developed and are providing offering cards and envelopes for everyone who wishes to use them. There will be a supply of them at the information kiosk and in the church
office that you can pick up at your convenience. If you need to know your giving number, please contact
Jenni in the church office. If you would like us to mail you a supply of cards and envelopes, please contact the church office.
Needs for Sunday School:
The poster is in the narthex/lobby area outside the sanctuary for signing up to teach Sunday School or
serve as an aide. We really need your help. Thanks.
The Longest Night Service:
On Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00pm at High Street United Methodist Church, 219 S High St, Muncie, IN
47305, Pr. Jerry will be participating in the Longest Night Service and you are invited to attend. This is
an evening of remembrance, meditation, and hope. This service will hold space to acknowledge the
struggle with darkness and grief faced by those living with loss, and the hope we find in this season celebrating the birth of Christ.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and Choir Singing:
Please join us as we gather for worship on Friday, December 24 at 8:00 P.M. for
our annual Christmas Eve Service with the Choir singing at 7:45 P.M.
This service is for the whole family with our traditional candlelight singing of
“Silent Night.” A beautiful way to start the 12 days of Christmas!
Upcoming Dates to Remember:
January 16 – Annual Reports Due
January 23 – Annual Meeting and Dinner
February 18 & 19 – Leadership Retreat at Lake Placid

*Please stand as you are able.
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