Sunday, December 26, 2021
First Sunday of Christmas
Prelude: “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. by Mark Hayes
Welcome to Worship and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness:
P

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P

Most merciful God,

C
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C

Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Gathering Hymn: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW 288

Public Domain

*Greeting:
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
All
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and
may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Kids Word: Pastor Jerry O’Neal

Our first reading is from 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year when she and her husband Elkanah come to the
temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.

18Samuel

was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to make for
him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by
this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home.
26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with the people.

L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm148 : (Read responsively between Lector and Congregation.)
1Hallelujah!

Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!

*Please stand as you are able.
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Our second reading is from Colossians 3:12-17

Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments upon arising from the baptismal waters, so
all who have received God’s gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.

12As

God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

L

Word of God. Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: (setting 11 in ACS)

*Gospel Reading: Luke 2:41-52

Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment of faithful adherence to the law
that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

41Now

every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he was
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started
to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he
was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After
three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like
this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
*Please stand as you are able.
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*Hymn of the Day: “That Boy-Child of Mary” ELW 293

One License: A-727907

*Apostles’ Creed:
P&C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Prayers: (Congregation’s response in bold type.)

L
For our prayers today, I will conclude each petition with “Merciful God,” and your response is,
“receive our prayer.”
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who celebrate your
birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our place in the
network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities, and nations.
Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one another and show your love to
those most vulnerable. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell,
or in any need this day especially to those we now name either aloud or in the silence of our hearts
(pause). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us as a beacon of light in the darkness. We are thankful for the people of God in this ministry and mission of Holy Trinity. Guide us all in the coming year to be compassionate and open our hearts
to help those in need in our midst. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your grace
and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*Sharing the Peace:
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Offering:
If you would like to give electronically, you may
1. Download the ELCA Giving App from Google Play or Apple Store, or
2. Go to our website www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.com and click on the green
“Give” button.
3. Using your bank’s online BillPay features.
Thank you for your support of Holy Trinity and our ministries!
Offering Anthem: “Every Valley” arr. by Mark Hayes

HTLC Choir

*Offertory Hymn: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Offering Prayer:

L
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C

Amen.

*Words of Institution (Spanish, then English)
P

La noche en que fue entregado,
nuestro Senor Jesus tomo pan y dio gracias;
lo partio y lo dio a sus discípulos, diciendo:
Tomen y coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado por ustedes.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
De igual manera, despues de haber cenado, tomo la copa,
dio gracias y la dio a beber a todos, diciendo:
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre,
derramada por ustedes y por todo el mundo para el perdon del pecado.
Hagan esto en memoria mía.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
*Lord’s Prayer:
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. (Lord’s Prayer)

All

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion:
P

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God” (setting 11 ACS)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Distribution:

This is the Table of Grace for all who belong to Christ and seek his gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. We extend to you all that
we have in the Lord Jesus and invite you to his Holy Supper. Those communing with us who haven’t been baptized and desire
God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in Holy Baptism are invited to talk to the Pastor. We invite you to come forward, receive the bread in your hand, and take a cup from the tray and take them back to your seat. After all have been served, we will
consume Communion together. White grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine and are in the cups in the center of the tray.

Communion Hymn: “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” ELW 284

*Please stand as you are able.

One License: A-727907
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*Post Communion Blessing:

P
All

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer:
L
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ
our Lord.
C

Amen

*Sending Call and Response:
L
C
L
C
L
C

God's work!
Our hands!
God's love!
Our hearts!
God's story!
Our voices!

*Benediction:

P
C

“Barocha” - Michael Card
Amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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*Sending Hymn: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275

Public Domain

*Dismissal:
L
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements for December 26, 2021

Birthdays and Anniversaries for December 26-January 1, 2022:
Birthdays:
December 26 - Paul Adamson
December 26 - Karen Koriath
December 27 - Karen Constant
January 1 - Nancy Brown
Anniversaries:
No anniversaries on record.
This week’s Prayers: Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Jessica Cummings
Mary Broughton’s sister, Glenna Belcher ‘s family and friends
Clela Saxman
Dan Haynes
Roberta Debolt
Tina Strong, Steve Strong’s wife
Sue Metzcar
John Paul Metzcar
Arlene Murphy, Mike Metzcar’s sister
Liam, 2 year-old great grandson of Nancy Brown
Saylor, Jenni Sanderfer’s cousin’s 5 year-old daughter
Gwen Carey
Stephanie and Rich Thompson’s daughter’s and families (Tina & Jeff and Renee & Richard)
Jill Mixell, friend of Rosemary Martin
Tim Stanley, friend of Toni Rowray
Dennis Dail, Jan Segedy’s brother
John and Becky Martin, Rosemary Martin’s brother and sister in-laws
Carl Finchum Jr., Virginia Finchum’s son
Mary Broughton
For all who are suffering with Covid and especially the doctors, nurses and medical technicians who are
working hard to help those patients heal. The frontline workers need to be remembered. Their work is
far from over and they have been at it since the beginning of the pandemic.
Flowers at the Altar:

(If you would like to purchase a $10 flower arrangement to decorate the altar, please fill out the flower
chart on the closet door in the lobby/narthex and make sure to fill out a slip and put the slip in the envelope
with your check or money and put it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Thank you.)

*Please stand as you are able.
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Serving in Worship Today:
Lay Worship, Lector and Communion Assistant: Diane Calvin
Acolyte: Smith Family
Usher: Andy Brelage and John Huff
Greeter: Betty Haffner
Altar Guild: Diane Scholer
Bible Study, Monday Mornings at 10:00am:
You are invited to join us on Monday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall or on Zoom (the link is below). Each week we study the lectionary for the upcoming Sunday service. We look forward to seeing
you there!
Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/6616571423?pwd=b3NqMldPTXkxS0RuOXZ3RVNabC9rUT09
Offering Cards and Envelopes:
To save the church money we have developed and are providing offering cards and envelopes for everyone who wishes to use them. There will be a supply of them at the information kiosk and in the church
office that you can pick up at your convenience. If you need to know your giving number, please contact
Jenni in the church office. If you would like us to mail you a supply of cards and envelopes, please contact the church office.
Needs for Sunday School:
The poster is in the narthex/lobby area outside the sanctuary for signing up to teach Sunday School or
serve as an aide. We really need your help. Thanks.

From Outreach:
If anyone has information about an outreach activity (who, what, when, where) which should be mentioned in the annual report, please advise me soon. I may not know about it, though it may merit inclusion in the historical record of the church. Thank you, Dan Beard.
Upcoming Dates to Remember:
January 16 – Annual Reports Due
January 23 – Annual Meeting and Dinner
February 18 & 19 – Leadership Retreat at Lake Placid

*Please stand as you are able.
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